
 

 

• Penn Jillette and Teller have worked together for forty years. Fool Us is a 
magic competition in which magicians perform tricks in front of 
American magician-comedian duo Penn & Teller. If Penn & Teller cannot 
figure out how a trick was done, the magician or magicians who 
performed it win a five-star trip to Las Vegas to perform as the opening 
act in Penn & Teller's world-famous show.

• Most magic happens through sleight of hand or a means of distraction. If 
the magician can pull your attention from what is actually happening, 
they can trick you into believing what just happened actually took place. 

• That is what I think is happening in Romans 7:13-25. If I can get you as a 
Christian to focus on yourself, then I can make you believe you are the 
person in Romans 7:13-25 and what Romans 8:1-11 says is conditional 
and prescriptive rather then unconditional and descriptive.

• So let us for a moment put ourselves in the place of Penn and Teller and 
explain what is actually happening in Romans 7:13-25 so that you will no 
longer believe the allusion.

• If I can get you to think you are the person in Romans 7:13-25, you will 
live your life with God as a circle instead of a line. As a circle, it will be 
works based/performance driven. You are resting on your work. As a 
line, it will be grace based/position driven. You are resting on the work 
of another.

 



QUESTION
13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of 

death for me?

ANSWER
May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be 

shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is 

good [THE LAW], so that through the commandment sin 

would become utterly sinful.

3 “Cycles” THE CONDITION
THE “ORTHODOX” JEW W/O JESUS

THE TENSION THE PROBLEM

1st Cycle vv. 14-17 14 ¶ For we know that the Law is 

spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into 

bondage to sin.

15 For what I am doing, I do not 

understand; for I am not 

practicing what I would like to do, 

but I am doing the very thing I 

hate.  

17 So now, no longer 

am I the one doing it, 

but sin which dwells in 

me.

2nd Cycle vv. 18-20 18 For I know that nothing good 

dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; 

for the willing is present in me, 

but the doing of the good is not.  

but sin which dwells in 

me.

3rd Cycle vv. 21-25 21 I find then the principle that evil is 

present in me, 

22 For I joyfully concur with the 

law of God [TORAH] in the inner 

man, 23 but I see a different law 

in the members of my body [SIN], 

waging war against the law of my 

mind and making me a prisoner 

of the law of sin [DEATH] which is 

in my members.

[V. 25b] So then, on the 

one hand I myself with 

my mind am serving the 

law of God [TORAH], 

but on the other, with 

my flesh the law of sin 

[DEATH].

PARENTHESIS v. 25a

24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 

our Lord! 
 

WHY ROMANS 7:13-25 IS NOT THE BELIEVER

UNSAVED
Orthodox Jew

Gentile

SAVED THE TENSION

IS REVERSED

THE PROBLEM

IS DEFEATED

• The Realm of the 

Law and Sin

•Old Man

•Alive to sin and 

dead to God

•A slave to sin and 

free from 

righteousness

•Death

• The Realm of the 

Spirit and 

Righteousness

•New Man

•Dead to sin and 

alive to God

• Free from sin and a 

slave to 

righteousness

• Life

15 For what I am doing, I 

do understand; for I am 

not practicing what I HATE, 

but I am practicing the 

very thing I LOVE.  

The Law is 

fulfilled and

Sin is defeated.

I AM DOING what the Law 

requires and NOT DOING 

what the Law prohibits.

THE SINNER’S HOPE
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord! 

THE SAINT’S IDENTITY [Romans 6, 8]
We are no longer the wretched man in verse 24 nor are we enslaved in the body of this death. Why? 

Because we have been crucified with Christ, buried in the likeness of His death, and raised in the likeness of 

His resurrection.

 



•The present tense
•“The ‘historical [or dramatic] 
present” is a well-known use of 
the present tense in Greek 
when the writer wished to 
make a past event or 
experience more vivid to his 
reader.” (Robert L. Reymond, Christian Theology, 1128)

 

•The “I” in Romans 7
•“The ‘I’ in the passage 
represents the Torah loving 
unregenerate Jew who is 
awakened to their plight of sin 
leveraging the Law to their 
destruction. This passage is 
autobiographical.

 

•The “Practicing” of sin in 
verses 15, 19
•Rom. 1:32; 2:1, 2, 3

•1 John 3:4-10
• Ga 5:21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things 

like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have 
forewarned you, that those who practice such things

will not inherit the kingdom of God.

• Eph. 5:5 For this you know with certainty, that no 
immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an 

idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 

these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

 

• Emphasis – The Law is Good but insufficient; Sin is Bad 
and delivers death; Jesus is better by solving sin’s 
problem and fulfilling the Law’s demands.

• Application – Only Jesus can defeat Sin and fulfill the Law. 
Anything else is inadequate in achieving what is 
necessary. If the Law could do what sin demands, it 
would have done it. The Law, however, is not the problem 
neither is it the solution.

Winning against sin is knowing it is no longer your Master nor are 
you married to the Law. You are no longer accountable to either. The 

victorious Christian life is not defined by your obedience, your 

holiness, or your sinlessness. The victorious Christian life is defined 

by His obedience, His holiness, and His sinlessness. You have a 
master to whom you are accountable and He has already done all 
that is necessary in your relation to sin, the Law, death, and GOD.

 

TODAY
•JESUS defeated sin and 

fulfilled the Law.

•Our relationship to sin and 
the Law has been forever 
broken and altered.

 

TODAY
•Only Jesus can do 
for you what the 

Law describes and sin 
destroys. 

 



TODAY
•From this point forward 
neither sin nor the Law 

define you.
•JESUS defines you and 
He is your identity.

 

•“FOOL ME ONCE, 
�SHAME ON YOU.

•FOOL ME TWICE, 
�SHAME ON ME.”

 

 


