
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  Feb. 21, 2016 
Title:  LIVING WITH HOPE: “Life in the Spirit” 
Text:  Romans 8:16-30 
Theme: The Holy Spirit causes us to see how our present suffering cannot compare with 

the glory that is to follow. Future glory purposes present suffering. 
 
Introduction:  
In my entire life, I have had only one root canal. When I needed the procedure, I was in intense 
pain. There is something unique and special about an aching tool. My discomfort was severe 
enough that I thought, “Just take my head.” Fortunately, the root canal solved my problem. My 
toothache could not compare to the release that followed. 
 
When younger, I lived with reckless physical abandonment. Because of this, I had injured my 
neck vertebra that impinged on my spinal cord. Over a ten-year period, I would have seasons 
of acute chronic pain. The pain was so severe that I began to understand why people with acute 
chronic pain would take their lives. It was not until I came to Waukesha that I met a neurologist 
who diagnosed my problem and performed a cervical laminectomy. Although the process was 
painful and protracted, the relief it brought makes me say, “I would do it all over again.” The 
suffering I encountered could not compare with the “glory” that followed.  
 
One of the questions confronting the early church was this, “If Jesus defeated sin and death and 
I am no longer defined by it, what am I to make of my present suffering?” Our circumstances 
push us to think God does not love us. Bad things are happening.  Why?  What is it that others 
or I have done to incur this suffering? Is God punishing me for some unknown sin? Can I lose 
God’s love? This text assures us that we cannot lose His love and He does love us. Paul’s 
response is three-fold. First, our present suffering is catapulting us toward future glory. Second, 
God is praying for us. Finally, nothing can stop God from finishing His work in us and through 
us to those around us. 
 
You and I exist in a time of suffering. I will explain what I believe this suffering to be, but where 
we are now cannot compare with the glory awaiting us. There is release. We will explore what 
this release /glory is. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
The Gospel declares Jesus as King. In His resurrection from the grave, God vindicates Him and 
vanquishes His enemies. God’s Garden Promises are happening. The resurrection puts the 
promises of God into the present. Yet, there is still more to come. The prayer, “Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven,” waits to be fulfilled. First Corinthians 15 
says all things are being subjected under His feet. When He returns, the last enemy, death, will 
be subjected. Hence, we still wait for the final reveal. 
 
This text speaks of the earth existing in a fallen state. It is eagerly waiting for its restoration back 
to former glory. The Bible begins with God, humankind, and the animals (i.e., Isa. 11:6-9) in 
fellowship and harmony in a garden setting (cf. Gen. 1-2) and the Bible ends in a similar way 
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(cf. Revelation 21-22). Those who will inherit the restored earth are those who currently suffer. 
The present suffering, however, cannot negate the future glory [restoration]. In fact, everything 
we experience is moving us one-step closer to the final reveal. “One-day creation will be 
delivered, and the groaning creation will become a glorious creation. This is the eschatological 
hope of the believer. Creation will be restored back to Eden. A New Jerusalem will come down, 
the tree of life will be present (Rev. 22:2), and life will cease to be a struggle. The believer does 
not focus on today’s sufferings; he looks forward to the coming glory (Ro. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:15–18). 
26). Paul’s vision was not limited to the current sufferings of believers or of creation, however. 
As he contrasted these with the future glory, followers of Jesus share in eschatological harmony 
with him (8:18). The groaning bondage will be exchanged for glorious liberty yet to come when 
creation will witness the revealing of the children of God.”1  
 
Let me for a moment move past toothache and neck pain and let us consider the heartache of 
genuine grief over loss and separation, rejection and injury.  
 
“William Story moved to Rome in 1850 after abandoning his career as a lawyer to pursue 
sculpting full time. Having lived a fruitful and active life in Rome for many years, Story’s wife 
Emelyn died at the age of 74 in 1895. While in the throes of a deep despair, the sculptor’s children 
encouraged their father to produce a work to memorialize his lost partner. Describing Emelyn 
as ‘My life, my joy, my stay and help in all things,’ William Story carved his last statue before 
dying the following year . . . The design he chose was the ‘Angel of Grief.’ When this was done 
he left the studio never to return. Since then, ‘Angel of Grief’ has served as a poignant symbol 
for the collective reverberations of mourning across cemeteries around the world.”2 
   

This is the type of grief depicted. 
 

• Romans 1:18-3:20 speak of the broken world in which we live.  

• Romans 3:21-4:25 speak of God’s means of mending this brokenness. He has defeated sin 
and death and fulfilled the Law.  

• Romans 5:1-8:17a speak of the present impact this has on His people. Nonetheless, even 
though we are no longer slaves of sin, we still wrestle with sin and its consequence, 
death. How do we reconcile this tension? What is God’s word for us in our suffering?  

• Romans 8:17b-39 answer the question. What God has promised is certain and will come 
to pass. This fills our present suffering with Hope enabling us to patiently and eagerly 
wait. 

 
Outline: 
 
Let us begin by establishing the simple thought of If . . . Then. 
 
I. If . . . Then 

Just as no one escapes the “suffering,” so also no one who accepts God’s Savior will miss the 
“glory.” 
Both are certain. Both are inevitable. 
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IF 8:18-30 [brokenness], THEN 8:31-39 [glory]. 

 
Is the suffering the inherent demerit of sin we all experience? Is it the shared struggle living in 
a broken world? Just as “if” is real, so also then “glory” that is to follow. 
 
Let us for a moment consider the context for this suffering and our companion in this suffering. 
 
II. Creation (vv. 19-22) 

A. Creation exists under the curse (v. 19). 
B. Creation knows its deliverance will happen at the revealing of the sons of God (v. 19).  
C. Creation, like humanity, eagerly waits to be set free from the curse (vv. 21, 22). 
D. Just as creation, so also we groan and eagerly wait for our redemption (v. 23) 

 
Q - What is this? 
A – It is when God will thoroughly straighten (Heb. 9:10) all of creation by lifting the curse. This 
is when He restores everything to a pre-fall state (Rev. 21; 22). Creation will no longer be marred 
by sin’s impact. 
 
We often think of our salvation as individuals. Seldom do we import to it the corporate and 
rarely do we assign salvation to the created order. Yet, this text tells us all of creation suffers, 
groans and waits eagerly for its redemption. 
 
Although you and I have dominion over creation and are to steward creation, God is the 
ultimate Lord over and environmentalist of and  He will one day set all things right. By the way, 
I do not simply assign this to inanimate objects. I believe this encompasses the lion and the lamb, 
the snake and the hawk, the dog and the cat. All of creation, in all of its diversity is marred and 
one day all of it will be restored. 
 
Re-creation awaits all of creation, but until then, we suffer. What is this suffering? 
 
III. Suffering 

Throughout our text, we read of suffering and groaning. What is the suffering?  
 
First, it is the opposite of what the revealing produces. Suffering is existence in a fallen world 
with a non-redeemed body.  
Second, it is so severe we groan and the Spirit intercedes in our behalf.  
Third, this suffering, our frustration in life happens when we fail to see ourselves in The Story.  
Our lives have purpose, they have meaning even when we do not understand or “enjoy” our 
current circumstances.  The larger reality is, “Our current circumstances are a part of His one 
Story.”  
Fourth, I do not assign to God cruelty or suffering, but I do know that sin and its resultant 
demerit is part of the one Story He wrote.  If this is not true, then our problems are even more 
severe than we could ever process. 
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It is in the context of suffering, we read of glory. What is this glory? 
 
IV. Glory 

Initially, let us ask and answer, “What is this GLORY?” 

• The revealing (v. 19) 

• The freedom (v. 21) 

• The adoption (v. 23) 

• The redemption (v. 23) 

• The image of His Son (v. 29) 
 
This glory is resurrection / transformation truth as noted in 1 Corinthians 15. This glory is the 
final reveal when Jesus comes and releases Creation from the fall and redeems the bodies of His 
people.  
 
Consider with me verse 17. Verse 17 speaks of His people being heirs of God, and fellow heirs 
with Jesus. What is the inheritance? What we inherit with Him is this future glory. He chose us 
to become like His Son (v. 29). The glory of God revealed to us (v. 18b) is the redemption of our 
bodies (v. 23b). The glory of God is the complete eradication of sin in me and around me. This 
is the totality of God’s redemptive purpose accomplished by Jesus.  He will bring everything 
back to pre-fall Eden! Glory to God through/ in the glory of God. Even so, come Lord Jesus. 
 
This is what awaits us while we suffer. Yet, this text not only speaks of our present suffering 
and future glory, but it also speaks to our mindset during this “in-between” time. 
 
V. In-Between 

A. Wait eagerly with patience (vv. 23, 25). 
 
We persevere; we wait eagerly and with patience for the reveal. HOPE marks this perseverance 
and waiting. We have confidence in their finality. Vv. 22, 23 we are all longing. This is our hope, 
the redemption of our bodies when God’s vision happens (v. 24). What must we do between 
now and then? God’s answer to our problem is, “Wait patiently.” 
 

B. How to pray (vv. 26, 27). 
 
Vv. 26, 27 in our suffering, while we wait – we are confused and do not know how we are to 
pray / what we are to pray – God does – The Spirit intercedes for us. He assures us of the end 
(vv. 28-30). Where we are and where we end up are working together for good. The good is 
glorification. Everything in our lives is pushing us toward our ultimate glorification. 
 
The Spirit’s intercession (vv. 26, 27) is Him bearing witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God (v. 15). The Spirit is our union with Christ. He lives out the victory secured by Christ 
through our members as instruments of righteousness (6:13). Our relationship with God is 
certain and fixed. We are now living out this relationship in the believing community and 
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unbelieving world. There is much suffering. Our text assures us of our end and the powerful 
means of securing this end. 
 

C. Working together for good (v. 28). 
 
The ‘good’ in v. 28 is the future glorification, the redemption of our mortal bodies. The good is 
a big picture good. It is not a small piece good. We err when we make every “jot and tittle” in 
this life fit into this verse. The “good” is not the moment or situation, but what those moments 
and situations catapult us toward. Each of our moments are moving us one-step closer to the 
reveal when everything will be made right. 
 
v. 28 “those who love God” are the believing. Everything in our lives bring us one-step closer to 
the redemption of our bodies (v. 23). Everything will be set free (v. 21). In light of this glorious 
truth (vv. 18-30), what can I believe in the present (vv. 31-39)? We need patience because we are 
weak. The Hope we have is that verses 28-30 are true. We hope in our suffering for future 
glorification when God will redeem our fallen bodies (v. 23) and make all things right (Heb. 
9:10).  
 
What can we say to all this future glory even as we wait in our suffering (v. 30)? Here is what 
we can say! What word do we have for the present suffering? I long for future glory, but what 
about NOW!? Here is God’s word to/for our present suffering. 
 
What are the “these things?” 
 
vv. 29, 30 – the certainty of God’s Promise. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Suffering marks your existence. 
2. You are not alone. 
3. Jesus is coming again. 
4. He will set everything right when He returns. 
5. Everything in your life is moving you one step closer to the final reveal. 
 
 

1
 http://www.nathanpbryant.com/uploads/4/3/8/0/43805359/term_paper_final.pdf   

2
 http://blog.sevenponds.com/soulful-expressions/%E2%80%A8the-sculpture-angel-of-
grief#sthash.7d9Dp68v.dpuf 

                                                           


