
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 
through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 
church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 
Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“But it is not as though the word of God has failed.  

For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel;” (Romans 9:6) 
 

Date:  April 3, 2016 
Title:  God still has a purpose for Israel 
Text:  Romans 11:1-36 
Theme: The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the reader to the plan of God for the 

nation of Israel 
 
Introduction:  The purpose of Romans 9-11 is to introduce the reader to the plan of God for the 
people of God, both Jewish and Gentile.  Paul, in many ways, has dealt severely with the Law 
and the Jew.  What then is God’s purpose for the Jew?  Paul’s response; God has a plan for Israel.  
God’s dealings with Israel have always been continuous.  Even today, in this 
dispensation/economy, God has a plan for Israel.  This plan has not always been direct and 
immediate, but it has been constant.  Romans 9 begins a study of what God has done, is doing 
and will do in and through the nation of Israel.  Through Israel’s rejection of God Gentiles have 
been included within God’s redemptive purposes.  This inclusion in no way cancels God’s intent 
for Israel.   
 
Romans 9:30-33 show how those who believe and receive are those on whom God has shown 
mercy.  Those who stumble and are offended are those whom God hardens.  Such theology in 
no way dampens our yearning to see souls saved.  What it does do is place the matter in the 
hands of God.   
 
“Who Wants to Be a Millionaire (often informally called Millionaire[3]) is an American 
television game show based on the same-titled British program and developed for the United 
States by Michael Davies. The show features a quiz competition in which contestants attempt to 
win a top prize of U.S. $1,000,000 by answering a series of multiple-choice questions of 
increasing difficulty (although, for a time, most of the questions were of random difficulty). The 
program has endured as one of the longest-running and most successful international variants 
in the Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? franchise. Contestants are given a series of lifelines to aid 
them with difficult questions. They can use as many lifelines as desired per question, but each 
lifeline can only be used once per game. Three lifelines are available from the start of the game. 
Depending on the format of the show, additional lifelines may become available after the 
contestant correctly answers the fifth or tenth question. In the clock format, usage of lifelines 
temporarily paused the clock while the lifelines were played. The show's original three lifelines 
were "50:50", in which the computer eliminates two of the incorrect answers; "Phone-a-Friend", 
which allowed the contestant to make a 30-second call to one of a number of friends (who 
provided their phone numbers in advance) and read them the question and answer choices, 
after which the friend provided input; and "Ask the Audience", in which audience members use 
touch pads to designate what they believe the correct answer to be, after which the percentage 
of the audience choosing each specific option is displayed to the contestant.”1 
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In many ways we approach Romans 11 in a similar manner. The text is problematic and we 
discern the meaning by phoning a friend or asking the audience. What we need to do is simply 
allow the text to speak for itself. 
 
Romans 9:6 still controls the content of chapters 9-11. Each question/answer is a logical response 
to the preceding cycle. All of the pieces are parts of one thought. 
 

“Have God’s Promises to Israel Failed?” (9:6) 
No (Chap. 9) 

Gentiles are being saved. 
No (Chap. 10) 

Salvation rests in Jesus. 
No (Chap. 11) 

Jews will also be saved. 
 

REMEMBER 
1ST Question – “Has the Word given to Israel failed?” (v. 6). 
2nd Question – “Is God unjust in the manner He fulfills His Word?” (v. 14). 
3rd Question – “How can He hold us accountable for rejecting Him?” (v. 19). 
4th Question – “How can Gentiles without the Law be saved?” (v. 30). 
5th Question – “How can those who have not heard be saved?” (10:14). 
6th Question – “Has God rejected His people?” (11:1). 
7th Question – “Is Jewish unbelief terminal / fatal?” (11:11). 
 
“The question he faces in chapter 11 is quite simple: granted the apparent total failure of Israel 
to believe the gospel, as predicted by Moses and the prophets and as experienced in Paul’s own 
work, does it appear that God has switched track and created a new people, formed from 
Gentiles rather than Jews?”2  
 
Chapter ten elaborates on the mechanics or means of how God’s mercy and hardening are seen 
in the life of His creatures.  Chapter ten opens with Paul’s desire to see the Jew saved.  The fact 
that many shall be damned does not negate his desire to see the many saved.  Chapter ten 
endeavors to show how salvation is always by grace through faith in the revealed Word. 
 
Chapter nine leaves the natural man dumbfounded as to personal liability if God is indeed 
sovereign.  “If God is sovereign—if He is the potter and we are the clay, then I am not responsible 
for my lost and sinful condition.  I am just what God made me.”  So argues the natural man.   
 

In the course of the tenth chapter of Romans, the apostle Paul does not apologize 
in any way for what he has said in the ninth chapter on divine sovereignty.  There 
is not the slightest hint of retreat from what he has taught in the ninth chapter.  
However, he does demonstrate to the unbelieving sinner that God is not 
responsible for his lost condition.  Man alone is responsible and he cannot hide 
behind divine sovereignty nor use the doctrine of election as an excuse for his sin.3  
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In Paul’s discussion divine sovereignty always comes first.  After that he talks about human 
responsibility in chapter 10.  God is not culpable for man’s rejection.  Man rejects because of 
what he is, not because of what God has done.  His rejection of God is not a surprise.  On the 
contrary it is his receiving of God that is a shocking thing.  Only God could bring about such a 
thing.   
 
In light of God’s purpose to include Gentiles into His program what is He now doing with the 
Jew?  Paul endeavors to show the various roles that both the Jew and Gentile now play. He is 
now adding to His elect the Gentile component.  He will continue His program with the Jewish 
remnant in a later period. 
 

I. A Word to the Jews (vv. 1-10) 
 
A. Has God Rejected Israel (vv. 1, 2a). 
B. No, there has always been a believing Remnant (vv. 2b-10). 
 
1. Elijah 
2. Moses 
3. Isaiah 
4. David 

 
Notice how our text describes Israel.  

• Rejected (vv. 1, 2, 15) 

• Hardened (vv. 7-10, 25) 
• Stumble (vv. 11) 

• Transgression (vv. 11, 12) 

• Broken off (vv. 17, 19, 20) 
• Unbelief (v. 23) 
• Enemies (v. 28) 

• Disobedience (vv. 30, 31, 32) 

• “Stumble with a Purpose” [Tom Wright] 
 
Who are the true Israelites?  The remnant within the nation, not all natural descendents (Romans 
9:6f).  Though the nation as a whole has been crushed, God is still dealing with the remnant 
within the nation.  Paul notes several key ideas in this paragraph.  God has not rejected the 
nation.  But what nation are we talking about?  Is it the collective nation of Israel or is it more 
narrowly defined?  Paul gives us several qualifiers. 
 

C. The Nation Was Foreknown (v.2). 
 
This particular word has continued to give the Bible reader fits.  Romans 8:29 speaks of the 
“foreknown.”  Who are these people?  Is God’s foreknowledge merely knowledge of what will 
happen or is it determinism?  This falls in the area of election.  Is God’s elective purposes based 
on his foreknowledge of who will receive Him or is God’s elective purpose based on his 
foreknowledge that is causative?  Because of Romans 9:11-16 and 11:6, 7, I understand 
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foreknowledge to be causative more than cognitive.  Whatever else can be said of foreknowledge 
it is not based on anything God would see in us. 
 

D. The Foreknown Is Comprised Of A Remnant (v.2). 
E. The Remnant Is According To God’s Gracious Choice (v.5). 
F. This Choice Is By Grace Alone And Not Works (v.6). 
G. The Chosen Foreknown Remnant Obtained The Promise (v.7). 

 
Again, is God turning anyone away who is sincerely seeking Him?  No.  Is anyone who is not 
one of God’s elect seeking Him?  No.  Only the elect will come.  Even the elect can be temporarily 
hardened, given eyes that can not see and ears that can not hear.  But ultimately the electing 
activity of God is efficacious.  They will at length come. 
 

H. Those Outside Of That Circle Were Hardened And Given A Spirit Of Ignorance 
(vv.8-10). 

 

I do not know how Paul could make it any clearer.  Whatever is said in chapter ten concerning 
the whosoever is sandwiched between the similar statements of chapters nine and eleven. 
 

II. A Word to the Gentiles (vv. 11-24) 
 

A. Israel’s rejection results in Riches to the Gentiles and the World (vv. 11-15). 
B. An illustration of the Root and Branches (vv. 16-24).  

 
1. There is one people of God formed from one root [Jesus the Christ] 
2. A Warning - Guard against Arrogance.  
3. There is still an eschatological remnant of Jews who will believe Jesus is King 
for the redemption of the World. 

 
ETHNICITIES 
We are not dealing with individuals, but with nationalities. 
The issue is Jews “versus” Gentiles. 
When God chose to push the SEED PROMISE through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He was not 
condemning all non-descendants. Those who were not of the SEED PROMISE could be saved. 
 
The hardness of non-elect Israel gave Gentile inclusion.  Again whatever one might wish to say 
concerning the hardening process verses eight through ten make it pretty plain.  Men will have 
the choice to choose but it is a choice that God ultimately controls.  “How can you say man has a 
choice if the choice is ultimately controlled by God?”  I can say it because I accept by faith what 
I do not currently understand but know to be true because it is clear from the Scripture.   
 

C. Gentile inclusion creates jealousy within the Jew (v.11; 10:19, 20). 
 

Paul wanted to create within the Jew a jealousy for the things of God by showing the gain 
received by the Gentile (vv. 13, 14).  Was Israel’s fall terminal or fatal?  No.  In fact their fall made 
a way for Gentile inclusion.  And Gentile inclusion made Israel jealous. 
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D. If God can bring good out of bad, how much more will He bring good from good 
(vv.12, 15). 

 
If Israel’s sin brought so much good, how much more so their obedience.  Beginning with verse 
13, the apostle addresses his Gentile converts.  Paul is hoping his ministry to the Gentile will be 
used of God to reach the Jew. 
 

E. Gentiles were grafted into God’s salvific purposes through the nation of Israel (vv. 
16-23) 
 
1. They are considered wild and grafted in (v.17). 

 
They were not God’s primary concern when He was dealing with the Jew. They are not the root 
but the branch (v.18).  But Gentile believers are now enjoying what the Jew once did.  
  

2. They are to have humility, not arrogance (v.18). 
3. They are to have fear (v.20). 

 
Why?  Because their position is not more secure than Israel’s.  Their inclusion or exclusion is 
based solely on God’s good pleasure.  They have nothing to boast of.  They were broken off 
because of unbelief and you can/will be broken off because of unbelief. God deals with all of 
His children in the same way.  Their continuation in the faith is based solely on God’s kindness 
(v.22). The opposite is equally true.  Those who fall fell because of God’s severity (v.22).  And 
yet God continues to lay before the various branches a choice.  Belief will result in being grafted 
in (v.23). 
 
Is this dealing with salvation?  No.  But rather with God’s program. 
 

F. God longs to have Israel grafted back into a position of favor (v.24). 
 
Here is a statement of God’s desire. 
 

III. A Word to the Church (vv. 25-32) 
 

A. Such theology should have a humbling effect on the recipient of God’s kindness 
(v.25). 

B. It has always been God’s purpose to save the Gentiles, Jews, and the “World.” 
C. It is confirmed by Scripture (vv. 26b-27) 

 
God’s program with the Jew is not finished, only postponed until His program for the Gentile 
is full (vv.25-27). What has happened between Israel’s exclusion and Gentile inclusion is a 
mystery.  A biblical mystery is something that was previously unknown/unrevealed but is now 
known and revealed.  Their hardening will last until God is finished with the Gentiles.  Then He 
will pick up His dealings with Israel once more. 
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When His work with the Gentile is finished, He will go back to His Israelite remnant.  In that 
day He will deliver the nation from their sin and establish with them the New Covenant of 
Jeremiah 33. 
 

D. It is rooted in God’s unswerving faithfulness to his promise and his election (vv. 
28, 29) 

 
God’s perspective is not man’s (vv.28-32). From man’s perspective the Jew is an enemy of the 
gospel but from God’s perspective it is simply a means to an end.  Jews are your “enemies,” but 
in election they are loved.  Now they hate you.  But as part of God’s elect they are part of God’s 
program and loved.  What God has determined to do He will do.  His program will not be 
thwarted.    The process of showing good through evil and mercy through disobedience is part 
of God’s program.   
 

E. It manifests God’s impartiality to all people, as the capstone of the drama of 
salvation history (vv. 30-32). 

 
Romans 11:25-32 is the climax to all of Romans 9-11. It answers the one question controlling all 
of the content.  Have the promises to Israel failed? No, all “Israel” will be saved. 

 
JEWS SAVED 
“All Israel” does not mean everyone who is a physical descendent of Abraham (v. 27).  
 “All Israel” means all those who believe in the promise made to Abraham – and that includes 
believing Gentiles as well as believing Jews. 
 

Consider verse 12,  
 

“Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much 
more will their fulfillment be!”  

 
and verse 15,  
 

“For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the 
dead?” 

 
Also notice verses 25-28. 

25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be conceited: 
Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in, 26 and in this 
way all Israel will be saved. As it is written: 

“The deliverer will come from Zion; 
    he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 
27 And this is my covenant with them 
    when I take away their sins.” [cf. vv. 28, 29] 

 
NOT YET 
The end time salvation of a Jewish remnant is an already / not yet scenario. Paul argues 
strongly that not all Israel is Israel.    
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Those who believe regardless of ethnicity are the true people of God.  
 
Have the Promises to Israel failed? NO 
Jesus is the Messiah. 
Gentiles are being saved, 
But also and equally so are natural descendants of Abraham.  
 

IV. A Word to the Lord (vv. 33-36) 
 
A. The immeasurableness of God (v. 33). 
B. The incomparableness of God (vv. 34, 35). 
C. The reason why the first two statements are true (v. 36). 

 
Would anyone have written that blueprint for victory?! 
Two responses to such wisdom 

• Awe [11:33-36] love for God 

• Obedience / Love for one another [12:1ff] 
 

APPLICATION 
 
Consider everything noted in chapters nine through eleven.  Man has a choice, but a choice that 
is ultimately controlled by God.  Despite such thoughts, man is responsible for the choice he 
makes.  God is continuing to open up His arms to all that would come, though He is continually 
grafting in some and hardening others.  In fact it is through evil and disobedience that good and 
mercy are manifested.  How can it be? 
 
Is it no wonder we have the doxology beginning with verse thirty-three?  Several thoughts strike 
me in verses thirty-three through thirty-six.   
 
1. God’s program and the means of its fulfillment are beyond finite man to understand (vv.33-
35). 

2. Such thoughts are humbling because they tell me I am not in control. 
3. Such thoughts cause me to worship a God whose immensity I will never fully grasp. 
4. Everything created is derived from God (source), sustained by God (agent) and glorifying to 
God (goal [v.36]).  

5. No one can be saved apart from God’s mercy and grace. 
6. Everyone saved is saved despite their disobedience (vv. 29-32). 
7. The Gospel creates one new man (Eph. 2:11-16). In this one new man, all Israel is saved AND 
will be saved. 

8. The end result of biblical study is to encounter God. 
9. The consequence of encountering God is humble worship. 
 
Consider the weight of God’s ways.  Consider the mystery of His movements.  God alone is 
worthy.  Oh Father I am weak but you are strong.  God’s program is for Himself to be glorified 
by the works of His hands forever.  Amen. 
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1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Who_Wants_to_Be_a_Millionaire_%28U.S._game_show%29#Lifelines  
2
 Tom Wright, Romans: Part Two – Paul for Everyone, 43. 
3
 Alva J. Mcclain, Romans, p. 185. 

                                                           


