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“For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so 

we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.” 
 
Body language is a kind of nonverbal communication, where thoughts, intentions, or feelings 
are expressed by physical behaviors, such as facial expressions, body posture, gestures, eye 
movement, touch and the use of space.  
Body language goes both ways:  

• Your own body language reveals your feelings and meanings to others.  

• Other people's body language reveals their feelings and meanings to you.  
For Paul, body language is how the community relates to itself. For a community of faith to be 
a community, much more than smiles and winks and snarling looks are needed. Romans 12:3-8 
tells us that we live out our transformed existence in community. And a transformed community 
has good body language that is founded upon the centrality of each member possessing a fair 
and sober estimate of him or herself that is in line with the Christian faith and with the spiritual 
gifts with which he or she has been blessed by God. As a follower of Christ, the subject of God’s 
will is significant because you yearn to please God. But there is a secondary reason the subject 
of God’s will is so crucial: many people lack purpose in their lives. Psychologists have long 
admitted that one of the great problems men and women face is a feeling of emptiness and 
aimlessness. We need to feel that life has purpose and that we are, to some extent, reaching that 
goal. Unfortunately, you may not be living a meaningful life. You may be so caught up in the 
busyness of life that you miss the fullness of life. Yet, at the core of your being you long to know 
and apply God’s will. Romans 12:1, 2 tells us what God’s will is, “NOT CONFORMED, BUT 
TRANSFORMED.” Romans 12:3-8 makes it even more direct and “practical.” God’s will is for 
you to use your gift in serving your fellow congregant. 
 

However one might examine the following section, it must not be forgotten the immediate tie 
into the preceding chapters.  Because of the mercy of God manifested in the redeeming of both 
Jews and Gentiles, there is to be unity within the Body. 
 
“Paul clearly has in mind the fellowship of Christians in the church and the proper attitude 
toward self and toward others.”1    My intent for stressing the geographically assembled church 
is because of the need for community apart from which the New Testament sees as aberrant.   
 
“Paul exhorts the Roman believers to live in meekness using their diverse membership in the 
body of Christ as opportunities for ministry to one another.”2  
 
Listen to the initial observation by biblical scholar Allen Ross. 
 

This passage is the first place where Paul introduces the Church in terms of a body, as 
he does in 1 Corinthians 12. The body is the unity; so each member of the body must 
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function as part of the body. Finally, in verse 6, Paul calls them “gifts” (charismata), 
differing according to the grace that is given to each of us. 
 
A spiritual gift is the special ability that God has given to each of us to use in 
ministering in and to the body. Or, to put it another way, a spiritual gift is the special 
use God makes of an individual in certain capacities. Several observations come to 
mind from the general teaching in Scripture:  
 
(1) The spiritual gifts are not offices; they are functions.  
 

(2) They are not natural talents (although we sometimes call those gifts), even though 
they might overlap with natural talents—but they might not. It is all how God uses the 
person.  
 

(3) The spiritual gifts overlap with some biblical exhortations. For example, all Christians 
are to give, but some have the gift of faith (that is, God uses them more abundantly in 
these capacities than others).  
 

(4) Some spiritual gifts can be cultivated, and others cannot. There are gifts that you can 
try to see if God will use you in that way; but others where God simply has to break 
through supernaturally.  
 

(5) Some gifts are readily misconstrued, like “miracles” and “healings” (Christians love 
to describe things as miracles, almost anything that happens unexpectedly); but some of 
the phenomena here probably comes under the gift of faith because they are answers to 
prayer.  
 

(6) Not everyone has the same gifts. It is wrong to expect people to have certain gifts 
when they do not have them.  
 

(7) Spirituality is not measured by the possession of certain gifts [Emphasis added].  In 
fact, sometimes a serious case of pride comes in and destroys the gift, making the person 
with the powerful gift very unspiritual.  
 

(8) And there are far more gifts than the spectacular sign gifts that seem to get so much 
attention. People seem to think only of the sign gifts and wonders, the tongues, the 
prophesies, the healing. But what about the gifts of helps, administration, showing 
compassion, giving? When you discuss spiritual gifts, be sure to have Paul’s list at hand.3   
 

Consider the words of the apostle Peter as it relates to this idea. 
 

7  “The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment [same word in Romans 12:3 {sober 
judgment}] and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. 8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, 
because love covers a multitude of sins.  9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint.  10 As each one 
has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God.  11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do 
so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Pet. 4:7-11). 

 
“The members of the body neither argue with each other nor envy each other nor dispute about 
their relative importance.  Each part of the body carries out its own function, however prominent 
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or however humbly unseen that function may be.  Each member has a task to do; and it is only 
when each contributes the help of his own task that the body of the Church functions as it 
ought.”4   
 
Let us consider our current paragraph (vv. 3-8) in light of our initial thought (vv. 1, 2). 
 
I. Paul’s invitation to think biblically (v. 3). 

 
The “for” of verse 3 gives the reason and expands on the truth of verses 1 and 2. 
 
“Paul's gospel does not contain the message of self-esteem that some subcultures promote today. 
The first challenge Paul offers, probably as a specification of not being conformed to the world, 
is not to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think (12:3).”5 
 
It all plays out in the mind.  It begins in the intellect (what you think), not the will (what you 
choose) or emotion (how you feel).  Consider the following look at Romans 12:3. 
 

“Renewing of your mind” (v. 2) 
Nous 
| 

What you do with your mind – you think 
| 

“Do not think of yourself more highly” 
Hyperphroneo 

“To think over, above or beyond, to think highly of oneself, to be haughty.”6 
| 

“think” 
phroneo 

| 
“But” / alla 

| 
“think” 
phroneo 

| 
“Sober judgment” 

Sophroneo 
 
A.T. Robertson’s remark: “Self-conceit is here treated as a species of insanity.”  Thinking 
“soberly” or correctly about oneself is sane.  The opposite of sane thinking is insane thinking.  
Disunity is a sign of insanity; nothing more and nothing less. 
 
Romans 12:1 speaks of transformation taking place through mind renewal.  The mind is where 
we think and the mind is where we learn who Jesus is and what He has done and who we are 
in Him.  Unless and until this takes place we will live errant lives.  What we are (slaves of the 
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Lord Jesus Christ [Rom. 6:1ff]) comes out in what we do (serve one another).  This is the 
metamorphosis (transformation) spoken of in verse 2 and played out in verses 3-8. 
 
There is nothing you have that did not come from Him, is sustained by Him, and is ultimately 
for Him.  This thinking shows itself by canceling out superiority, promoting humility, and 
causing gratitude.  It is crucial to place the contrasting mindsets against the backdrop of verse 
two; world versus mind renewal.  The high minded reflects conformity to the world and the 
sober thinking is reflective of a mind transformed by the gospel.   
 
II. Paul’s illustration for biblical unity (vv. 4, 5)  

 

• A metaphor/picture – the local church is a body. 
 

• One body; many members 
 
“How unity, the mark of the community, comes about in the diversity of their faith and action, 
Paul shows them via the unity of the body in which the many members are joined, each of which 
carries out its own function.  This prevents the believer from withdrawing from the fellowship 
in order to cultivate his own life; by the same token the community is forbidden to enforce unity 
by insisting upon sameness.  The many are joined to the community by being in Christ.”7   
 
It is for this reason we are always stressing the purpose of the local church. 
 
III. Paul’s application of biblical unity (vv. 6-8) 

 
What grace/mercy looks like in the local assembly; the use of spiritual gifts.  Spiritual gifts are 
shadows of Jesus Christ.  Some of His people have concentrated expressions of the gifting, but 
all have elements of the gifting. 
 

A. Know your gift 
 

1. Prophesy 
 

• Old Testament prophecy spoke of something still yet future (Matt. 13:44). 

• The gift of prophecy is graciously given by God to individuals (Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:10; 2 
Pet. 1:21). 

• The gift of prophecy in the absence of love is of no consequence (1 Cor. 13:2). 

• The gift of prophecy is a temporal gift.  He has limited service (1 Cor. 13:8). 

• The gift of prophecy is for the church (1 Cor. 14:22).  It is not specifically for the 
unbelieving.  What might this say concerning “prophetic conferences?” 

• Prophecies are interconnected to the larger body of biblical revelation (2 Pet. 1:20, 21).  No 
prophecy stands alone as to meaning and authority. 

• Prophecies are authoritative and are above editing (Rev. 22:18, 19).  What might this say 
concerning those who currently “have the gift?”  Those who treat this gifting casually are 
underestimating the nature of biblical prophecy. 
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a. What it is – some type of oral communication that appears different in kind 
than “teaching.”  A distinction some make is as follows; 1) prophecy is 
proclamation, 2) teaching is explanation, and 3) exhortation is encouragement. 
 
b. What it does – speaks 

 
“It is only rarely that prophecy in the New Testament has to do with foretelling the future; it 
usually has to do with forthtelling the word of God.”8   
 

2. Serving diakonia 
 

• Martha served while Mary worshipped (Luke 10:40). 

• Carrying for widows (Acts 6:1). 

• The ministry of the Word (Acts 6:4). 

• Serving can speak of a specific ministry (Acts 12:25; 20:24; 21:19).  Not simply the act of 
serving in general, but a ministry in particular. 

• Ministry or service is diverse (1 Cor. 12:5). 

• Some have made ministry their affection/passion (1 Cor. 16:15). 

• All believers are to be engaged in the work of the ministry (Eph. 4:12). 

• Although all have a ministry, each has their own ministry (Col. 4:17; 2 Tim. 4:5). 
a. What it is - ministry or service. 
b. What it does - serves 

 
“The word indicates a personal ministry done in service to another.  Here it probably refers to 
the administration of alms and attendance to bodily wants.”9   
 

“Serving” is listed as the next spiritual gift—not one of the popular ones when people start 
seeking their gifts. Here is active service, the practical ministry. You do not need this gift 
to do it! We are all called to be servants—so serve. Jesus taught that ministry was self-
sacrificing service in love. We have already noted that “servant of the LORD” is the 
highest title and task we can have. We can never be more than a servant. But there are 
people in the Church who have a special gift for this, that is, God by his grace has used 
them in this capacity most effectively—they just do it without worrying about it, without 
complaining, without comparing what others are doing.10 

 
3. Teaching didasko (Pres. Act. Ptc.) 

 
Just in Paul’s Letters (including Hebrews) 

• It is the word used in Matthew 28:20 (See also 2 Tim. 2:2 [Heb. 5:12]). 

• Aspects of teaching are considered a gift (Rom. 12:7). 

• Instruction can come through nature (1 Cor. 11:14). 

• God can and does teach His people (Gal. 1:12). 

• Musical scores can teach and admonish (Col. 3:16). 
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• Women are to be guarded in the exercising of this gift as it relates to the position of 
Elder/leadership (1 Tim. 2:12). 

• A day is coming when we will no longer need to teach/evangelize one another (Heb. 8:11). 
 

a. What it is - instruction 
b. What it does – speaks, instructs 

 
The gift of ‘teaching’ is at the heart of the pastoral ministry [Emphasis added].  The 
priests and Levites in Israel were the official teachers. They were to explain the Law to the 
people, be the source of knowledge (Deut. 33 and Mal. 2). In the early Church the saints 
came together for several purposes, one of which was continuing in the apostolic teaching 
(Acts 2). This gift makes the Scriptures clear, understandable, and applicable. Again, all 
Christians are called to be teachers (Heb. 5); but God makes special use of some people in 
this area, and they are said to have the gift of teacher. A lot of people claim to have this 
gift, but do not; they have to be carefully dealt with or they could lead the Church astray. 
They might be very gifted teachers —as the world counts the ability; but if God does not 
bless them in the teaching of his word, they do not have the spiritual gift.11  
 

4. Encouraging parakaleo (Pres. Act. Ptc.) 
 
Parakaleo is used in 104 verses throughout the NT.  Paul uses the word 50 times from Romans 
to Philemon.  Notice its usage in Romans. 
 

“ I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” (Rom. 12:1). 
 
“Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness” (Rom. 12:8). 
 
 “Now I urge you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive 
together with me in your prayers to God for me” (Rom. 15:30). 
 
“Now I urge you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned; and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17). 

 
Notice the contrast as to the tone of the exhortation/encouragement. 
 

“Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren” (1 Tim. 5:1). 

 
Notice the same quality in 2 Timothy 4:2. 
 

“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2). 

 
a. What it is – it comes alongside of the downcast 
b. What it does – life up; encourage 
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Encouragement comes alongside and holds others up whether through verbal communication 
or physical intervention. 
 

“Encouraging” is a gift. This is the ministry of comforting those who need comfort. Paul 
was a teacher; Barnabas was the exhorter and comforter (“son of consolation” is the 
meaning of the name). See how special this is according to 2 Corinthians 1:3,4. Here too 
the Bible makes it clear that we are to comfort and exhort one another. All of us. But God 
will make special use of some.12 

 
5. Contributing metadidomi (Pres. Act. Ptc.) 

 

• The word is used for giving away one of your coats to the individual who has none (Luke 
3:11). 

• It is used of serving someone with the intent of seeing them grow (Rom. 1:11).  It can be 
something more than some tangible object (1 Thess. 2:8). 

• It is used of working to meet the needs of others (Eph. 4:28). 
 
The tone seems to be genuine giving.  It is not the kind of giving costing very little or is of no 
consequence to the one who gives.  The gift carries elements of the giver. 
 

a. What it is 
b. What it does – gives 

 
“Giving,” or sharing earthly possessions, is another gift. God gives some people the gift 
of making money and sharing it generously in an unostentatious way. One wonders 
about the spirituality of the great displays of giving we see so much of in modern fund 
raising. Giving is a gift of the Spirit; it does not manifest itself with the blowing of 
trumpets. Those who have the gift give and give again without any real desire for praise, 
perhaps not even thinking they are doing anything more than others. And everyone is 
required to give.13  
 

6. Leadership prohistami 
 
Apart from Romans 12:8 the word is used exclusively of Elders and Deacons (1 Thess. 5:12; 1 
Tim. 3:4, 5, 12; 5:17; Titus 3:8, 14).  It would appear this gift is given solely to the leadership of 
churches. 
 

a. What it is - “stand on the first place, to preside.” 
 
This word is used of Elders (1 Thess. 5:12; 1 Tim. 5:17).  Those who lead in the church must also 
lead in the home (1 Tim. 3:4, 5, 12).  “The term proistamenos literally means ‘the one standing 
in front’.”14   
 

b. What it does – leads 
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It is interesting to me to see that there is so much concern in this area today. Often when 
seminaries survey their graduates, they get criticized for not developing in the graduates 
better leadership skills. That may be a partially valid criticism. It may also be that some of 
them simply do not have the gift. The movement of the Church requires this spiritual gift; 
if pastors do not have it, they have to do the best they can, and hoping people in the body 
have it. Everything is to be done decently and in order in the Church. The smooth running 
of it all requires administration (not authoritative domination—leading).15  

 
7. Mercy eleeo 

 
Verb form 

• Jesus speaks of the merciful in the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:7). 

• Those in need cry for mercy (Matt. 9:27; 15:22; 17:15; 20:30; etc.). 

• Those who have received mercy are to extend mercy (Matt. 18:33). 

• God’s mercy is redemptive in Romans 9, 11 (9:15, 16, 18; 11:30, 31, 32; 15:9 [See also 1 Tim. 
1:13, 16; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet. 1:3; 2:10]). 

• As God is, merciful, so are we to be, merciful (Rom. 12:8; Luke 10:37). 

• God’s mercy is an enablement to its recipients (Rom. 12:1; 2 Cor. 4:1). 

• Compassion prompts mercy (Jude 21-23; Eph. 2:4). 
 
Noun form 

• Jesus attacks those who appear devoid of mercy.  Mercy appears larger than sacrifice (Matt. 
9:13; 12:7; 23:23). 

• The fulfillment of the Seed promise is a direct result of God’s mercy (Luke 1:72, 78). 

• Mercy is part of grace and peace (1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4; 2 John 3; Jude 2 [love]). 

• God dispenses mercy (Heb. 4:16; James 3:17). 
 

a. What it is – withholds what is deserved and provides the platform to give 
what cannot be earned/merited. 
 
b. What it does – identifies with 

 
“It probably means the person whose special function is to tend to the sick, relieve the poor, or 
care of the aged and disabled.”16   
 

“Showing mercy” is a spiritual gift. Visiting the sick, counseling the weary, exhorting the 
weak in the faith—many manifestations of this gift. We are all called to do it; but God 
uses some most effectively in these capacities. Some people who try to do this and not 
only do not have the gift but have not learned how to do it should be discouraged from 
doing it—they cast a spell of gloom over the needy. Find another avenue of service for 
them.17 
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B. Exercise your gift 
 
Although the four qualities noted are not said of each, I do believe they encompass the entire 
group. 
 

1. Do it humbly (“According to the proportion of his faith” [vv. 3b, 6a]) 
 
Grace cancels superiority (Hyperphroneo).  “A man who had a high opinion of himself stepped 
on a coin-operated scale that dispensed a card, giving his weight and comments about his 
personality. After reading the card, he handed it to his wife and said, ‘Here, look at this!’ She 
took it and read aloud, ‘You are dynamic, a born leader, handsome, and much admired by 
women for your personality.’ Giving it a second look, she added, ‘Hmmm, I see it’s got your 
weight wrong too!’18  
 
Nothing we have we deserve. Whatever you have and whoever you are is a gift from God 
graciously given and is to be humbly and gratefully received.  Biblical unity experienced 
happens when each part is lost to the whole. 
 
Listen to the insight offered by Adolf Schlatter in his commentary on Romans. 
 

Paul resists the danger that arises from the tempting power of the ideal of equality.  Each 
one wants to be and do like the others; no one wants to be less pious than the other.  Paul 
had endured a hard struggle with egalitarian endeavors in Corinth.  . . . The danger that 
ensued from egalitarian endeavors was not the paralyzing of faith, nor the sinking of their 
efforts below what could be done in faith, but the exaggeration of their thinking toward 
impossible wishes and the inflammation of their will toward endeavors beyond their 
strength.19     

 
Each of us must understand who we are in part in light of the whole and submit ourselves to 
the greater good. 
 
Ultimately, God assigns each of us a measure of faith.  The word “assigned” or “given” is merizo 
(the word “measure” is metron).  It speaks of a division or separation within kingdoms (Matt. 
12:25, 26; Mark 3:24-26).  It is used of dividing up and distributing loaves and fishes (Mark 6:41).  
It is also used of dividing an inheritance (Luke 12:13).  Paul uses the word in the same context 
as Romans 12:3 in 1 Corinthians 7:17.  The assigning or dividing God does in the distribution 
of personal gifting brings unity out of the diversity.  It does not lead to relational disunity (1 
Cor. 1:13). 
 
Consider Paul’s language in 1 Corinthians 7 and 2 Corinthians 10.  Notice the similarity of 
language. 
 

16 “For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, 
whether you will save your wife? 17 Only, as the Lord has assigned [merizo] to each one, as God has called 
each, in this manner let him walk. And so I direct in all the churches. 18 Was any man called when he was 
already circumcised? He is not to become uncircumcised. Has anyone been called in uncircumcision? He 
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is not to be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the 
keeping of the commandments of God. 20 Each man must remain in that condition in which he was called” 
(1 Cor. 7:16-20). 
 
12 “For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; but 
when they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are without 
understanding. 13 But we will not boast beyond our measure, but within the measure [metron] of the sphere 
which God apportioned [merizo] to us as a measure [metron], to reach even as far as you. 14 For we are not 
overextending ourselves, as if we did not reach to you, for we were the first to come even as far as you in 
the gospel of Christ; 15 not boasting beyond our measure [ametros], that is, in other men's labors, but with 
the hope that as your faith grows, we will be, within our sphere, enlarged even more by you, 16 so as to 
preach the gospel even to the regions beyond you, and not to boast in what has been accomplished in the 
sphere of another. 17 But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST IN THE LORD. 18 For it is not he who commends 
himself that is approved, but he whom the Lord commends” (2 Cor. 10:12-18). 

 
It is impossible to overlook Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 12:4-13:13.  God has given each of us 
a specific gift for a specific task for the glory of God and the good of man.   
 
The word “measure” speaks of something tangible and observable.  Matthew 7 speaks of some 
means of quantifying something or someone (v. 2).  Ephesians 4:7 appears to use the idea of 
God’s portioning out to His people certain gifts.  The body works well when each part works 
according to their allotted portion (Eph. 4:16).  
 
For the body to work well it is important for each element to play its role.  Self-assessing is 
important but so also the evaluation of others.  I always find it troubling when someone declares 
what their gift is and how they are God’s gift to the church when in reality no one else sees it.  
Often their self-promotion is destructive to the body at large.  There is a fine line that needs to 
be struck when coming to grips with one’s own gifting.  I appreciate Allen Ross’ concluding 
remarks concerning the idea of spiritual gifts. 
 

The most practical advice about the spiritual gifts is this: just get on with your spiritual 
life, growing in the Lord, and becoming involved in the various aspects of the ministry 
of the Church that are interesting to you. As you get involved, and as you develop a 
balanced Christian life, God will begin to use you in certain ways, and draw your heart 
to certain functions. These will probably focus on your gifts. Then talk about them with 
spiritual leaders who may be able to discern them and direct you in their development.20 

 
We often learn the will of God while in the way of God doing the work of God.  Each of us have 
differing gifts because of the grace of God (v. 6).  Even within the same gifting there are varying 
degrees of expression. 
 

2. Do it sacrificially (v. 8a) 
 
The first time this word is used in the New Testament is Romans 12:8.  The word is graphically 
used by Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:2 to describe the giving of the churches in Macedonia.  The intent 
of God’s enriching is for us to give generously (2 Cor. 9:10, 11, 13).  It is translated “simplicity” 
in the NASB in 2 Corinthians 11:3.  The idea of generosity/simplicity is something without 
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clutter or distraction.  There is a singularity to it.  This idea is brought out in Ephesians 6:5 (Col. 
3:22 [see also the noun in Matt. 6:22 and Luke 11:34]). 
 
“It refers to openhanded and openhearted giving out of compassion and a singleness of purpose, 
not from ambition.”21   
 
“The word is haplotas.  Its basic meaning is ‘simplicity, sincerity, uprightness, frankness,’ but it 
may also mean ‘generosity, liberality.’”22  
 
This type of giving is not pompous or showy; it quietly and without fanfare gives of its 
resources/substance to the need.  Those who have a specific gift excel in the exercising of this 
virtue/quality.  Others who do not have the gift can carry out the act, but it lacks the fervor or 
strength of those who have the gift. 
 

3. Do it diligently (v. 8b [zeal]) 
 
The word is spouda.  It is used of Herodias’ daughter in her approach to ask for John’s head 
(Mark 6:25).  There was intensity in her approach.  When the Virgin Mary went to the house of 
Elizabeth, she went with haste.  She hurried (Luke 1:39).  She had energy/oomph inside needing 
to be shared.  Romans 12:11 speaks of maintaining the intensity and not allowing it to lag behind.  
Paul uses the word in 2 Corinthians 8:7, 8, and 16 as a distinct or notable quality.  Peter desires 
to see our Christian faith exhibit this intensity (1 Pet. 1:5-9). 
 
We all get tired, but when we exercise ourselves in the area of our gifting there is vigor to it.  It 
is not for show or profit.  It is simply there and we work from the overflow. 
 

4. Do it cheerfully (v. 8c [gladness, graciousness]) 
 
It is interesting to note the significance of this idea elsewhere in the Bible.  Consider 
Deuteronomy 28. 
 

45 “So all these curses shall come on you and pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, because 
you would not obey the LORD your God by keeping His commandments and His statutes which He 
commanded you. 46 They shall become a sign and a wonder on you and your descendants forever. 47 Because 
you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and a glad heart, for the abundance of all things; 48 
therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in 
nakedness, and in the lack of all things; and He will put an iron yoke on your neck until He has destroyed 
you” (Deut. 28:45-48). 

 
The idea of serving God with gladness is a characteristic of biblical faith (2 Sam. 6:12; 2 Chron. 
29:30; 30:23; Neh. 12:27).  The Psalms often speak of this jubilant expression in the worship of 
God (Pss. 68:3; 100:2).  The early church was also marked by this trait (Acts 2:46).  Colossians 
speaks of overflowing with thanksgiving (Col. 2:7).  This is the mark of a church unified around 
right thinking.  What happens in the absence of sober judgment and the presence of incorrect 
thinking? 
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Friend, if I cannot exercise my gift in love (1 Cor. 13), then I have no business exercising my gift 
or perhaps I do not have that particular gift.  In addition, when I exercise my gift I need not 
worry what others are doing.  I need to focus on who I am and who He is (Martha served; Mary 
worshipped - Luke 10:38-42).  Who was right?  Martha was exercising her gift and expected 
Mary to work in her area of gifting. The exercising of my gift is not for show, but for love.  I love 
Jesus Christ and His church, thus I serve.  I serve humbly, sacrificially, diligently, and cheerfully. 
 
Perhaps you are not serving His body, then you are invited to start serving His body.  Perhaps 
right now you are frustrated with the lack of service by others.  Stop worrying about them and 
simply serve the Lord by serving one another.  Let God take care of them.  You focus on Him. 
 
C. What happens in their absence? 

 
1. Arrogance/pride = Disunity/disharmony (Competitive/Recognition =  
faction/schism [the Church of Corinth – 1 Cor. 1:10-17]) 

 
Everything you are and have comes from God.  Disunity is the result of working outside your 
gift. 
 

2. Selfishness (Resentment [Martha and Mary – Luke 10:38ff]) 
 

“Over worked and underappreciated/paid.” 
 

3. The “work” does not get done 
 
Some lead, others follow, but all are necessary in the kingdom of God. 
 

4. People serve in their areas of weakness and not strength 
 
Many, who do serve, serve outside their area of strength.  How is this “fixed?”  Encourage all to 
exercise their gift. 
 
Question 
 
It would appear some sign gifts are still operative in today’s church.  I do not agree with the 
idea some gifts are no longer operative or what is called “cessationism.”   
 

Cessationism, in Christian theology, is the view that the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, 
such as healing, tongues, and prophetic revelation, pertained to the apostolic era only, 
served a purpose that was unique to establishing the early church, and passed away 
before the canon of Scripture was closed (comp. 1 Cor. 13:8-12 with Heb. 2:3-4). It is 
contrasted with continuationism, which is the view that the miraculous gifts are 
normative, have not ceased, and are available for the believer today.23  

 
Since no two lists are identical, it becomes highly subjective as to what is or is not in operation.   
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1 Corinthians 
12:8-10 

1 Corinthians 
12:29, 30 

Romans 12:6-8 Ephesians 4:11 

Word of Wisdom    

Word of Knowledge    

Gifts of Healing Gifts of Healing   

Miracles Miracles   

Prophecy Prophecy Prophecy Prophecy 

Discerning of Spirits Discerning of Spirits   

Tongues Tongues   

Interpretation of 
Tongues 

   

 Apostles  Apostles 

 Teachers Teaching Teaching [or 
Teaching Pastors] 

 Helps   

  Ministry  

 Administration   

  Encouraging  

  Giving  

  Leadership  

  Showing Mercy  

   Evangelists 

   Pastors 

 
“This is not the whole list (see Eph. 4 and 1 Cor. 12 for supplements). But the point that must 
come across here in the way they all function is this by Griffith Thomas: “Three great thoughts 
are emphasized, or at least suggested, in these words: Unity, Diversity, and Harmony.”24  
 
“Paul's main point about spiritual gifts, mentioned in verse 6, is that God has given us these as 
members of the body of Christ. So we are to use the particular gift God has given us to help the 
body function, not to promote ourselves or show how we as one body part are better than others 
who are another body part. Do you want to present your body as a living sacrifice and be 
renewed in your mind as Paul challenges us? Then seek to live out your measure of faith and 
exercise your gift in a way that best contributes to the body of Christ!”25  
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What is the NEXT STEP) 
 
1. Every believer has a gift. 
2. It is in the community that the gifts are all exercised. 
3. God is glorified through the “one anothers.” 
4. The Scripture calls me to exercise my gift (vv. 6-8). It does not call me to be something I am 
not. 

5. It is in the community that the gifts are all exercised. 
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6. Although there are qualities marking Christians in general, a spiritual/special gifting rests 
with each individual.   

7. There is no test you can take to determine your gift. 
8. If you are not serving in any notable/definable area, then we invite you to start. 
9. Begin by taking our CONNECT 101 study. 
 
Apollo 11 was the first spaceflight that landed humans on the Moon. Americans Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin landed on July 20, 1969, at 20:18 UTC (46 years ago). Armstrong became the 
first to step onto the lunar surface six hours later on July 21 at 02:56 UTC. Armstrong spent about 
two and a half hours outside the spacecraft, and together with Aldrin collected 47.5 pounds 
(21.5 kg) of lunar material for return to Earth. The third member of the mission, Michael Collins, 
piloted the command spacecraft alone in lunar orbit until Armstrong and Aldrin returned to it 
just under a day later for the trip back to Earth. 
How a felt-tipped pen saved the Apollo 11 mission 
Buzz Aldrin wasn't the first to McGuyver a solution to a difficult problem, but his use of a felt-
tip pen to activate a broken circuit breaker to enable the Eagle to blast off from the moon surely 
ranks as one of the most dramatic. 
As recounted in his book Magnificent Desolation, Aldrin and his moon-walking companion Neil 
Armstrong were gathering themselves into the landing module to start the return home when 
he noticed something lying on the floor. It was a circuit breaker switch that had gotten bumped 
and had broken off in all the too-ing and fro-ing in the cramped environment.  
As luck would have it, this wasn't just any old switch: it was the switch to the circuit breaker 
that activated the ascent engine that would lift them off the moon to rendezvous with Mike 
Collins, who was orbiting overhead in the Columbia. If they couldn't get that breaker pushed 
back in, they'd have to figure something else out, or there'd be no ascent. 
They told mission control and then tried unsuccessfully to catch some sleep. The next morning, 
no solution was forthcoming so as Aldrin relates in his book: 
 

"Since it was electrical, I decided not to put my finger in, or use anything that had metal on the end. 
I had a felt-tipped pen in the shoulder pocket of my suit that might do the job. After moving the 
countdown procedure up by a couple of hours in case it didn't work, I inserted the pen into the small 
opening where the circuit breaker switch should have been, and pushed it in; sure enough, the circuit 
breaker held. We were going to get off the moon, after all." 
 

Mike Collins donated his own felt pen to the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum 
which he helped found.  Aldrin held on to his—and keeps it with the broken breaker switch. 
 
In response to this story, one unknown individual wrote the following: 
 

My name is Larry and I was working for a pen company by the name of Duro pen in 
Brooklyn NY. We were the company that provided the felt tip marker to NASA for the 
Apollo missions because they needed a pen that wrote without gravity. It was our style 
QB-2 Astronaut marker which had an aluminum body and a plastic nib for writing. I 
personally was in touch with NASA on numerous occasions especially when I saw 
Schweickart [aeronautical engineer, and a former NASA astronaut] on TV holding the 
pen. This is a story that I did not know about and it really brought back memories of that 
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time in my life. One of my associates who is still around has a kinescope reel of the 
mission where we saw the pen in space. So I guess in a very small way our pen saved a 
mission.  

 
Friend, you might be a Buzz Aldrin, or perhaps you are just a felt pen, or maybe even some guy 
or girl working in some large corporation making felt pens, but somewhere in ways you cannot 
understand, you matter. In God’s wisdom He made you who you are to serve His people in His 
church. You matter regardless of what your role is. 
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