
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 31, 2016 
Title:  “To God be the Glory FOREVER” 
Text:  Romans 16:25-27 
Theme: “Because of who God is, and what He does, He is GLORIOUS and to be 

GLORIFIED.” 
 
Introduction:  
I will be 57 years old in the fall. I have toyed with and decided to sign up for the TOUGH 
MUDDER. The TOUGH MUDDER is a 12 mile course with 25 obstacles. I have two “goals.” 
First, finish. Second, try not get hurt. In preparation for the event, I am walking and working 
my body. What once was very easy has tragically become hard and/or impossible. I have too 
much mass and not enough corresponding muscle. And although I have words, I do not have 
power behind those words to do what I am saying. I have come to see that I am neither glorious 
nor to be glorified.  
 
This text tells us something about God. At the end of this entire Letter Paul wants us to walk 
away with one thought, “To God be the Glory FOREVER.” Paul tells us at least two things about 
God. First, God is able, and second, He is glorious. He also tells us why this is so. Let us consider 
our text. 
 
“Within these three verses there are 53 words in the Greek New Testament (28th edition of the 
Nestle text), forming one very long sentence. The syntax of this long sentence is complex. The 
subject does not appear until the end, namely, the noun ‘glory.’ If we rearrange the words, the 
main clause of the sentence is ‘Glory to the one who is able to strengthen you … ‘ The writer 
gives glory to God, based on theological assertions expressed within phrases and subordinate 
clauses within the sentence. At first glance the message of this text can seem quite abstract for a 
sermon. But it can be proclaimed in more familiar terms. The text is a brief recital of salvation 
history. One can emphasize that in this passage we have a full sweep of the biblical drama in 
miniature. It speaks of the purposes of God. After the creation and the fall (both of which are 
presupposed), the purpose of God was to bring peace and reconciliation among the people of 
the world, and between God and them. God raised up the royal house of David and promised 
that David’s throne would last forever. The prophets anticipated a day when the people outside 
of Israel would also come to believe in God and seek to do God’s will. The ancient promise to 
David was renewed in the Annunciation to Mary. Furthermore, it was fulfilled when God sent 
his Son -- the Son of David, born of Mary -- to be the everlasting king, a king whose reign knows 
no end and no boundaries.”1 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
There are a number of similarities between these verses and Paul’s opening verses in Romans 
chapter 1.  Consider the following: 2  
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Romans 16 Romans 1 

"my gospel"—v. 25 "the gospel of God"—v.1  
"not ashamed of the gospel"—v. 16 

"the preaching of Jesus Christ"—v.25 "concerning His Son, Jesus Christ"—v.3 
"the gospel of Christ"—v.16 

"to stablish (establish) you"—v. 25 "to the end ye may be established"—v.11 

"made known to all nations"—v.26 "among all nations"—v.5 

"for the obedience of faith"—v.26 "for obedience to the faith"—v.5 

"the revelation of the mystery which was 
kept secret since the world began but now 
is made manifest, and by the scriptures of 
the prophets"—v.25-26 

"which He had promised afore by His 
prophets in the holy scriptures"—v.2 

 
Outline: 
 
“There are two things included in a doxology—the expression of a wish and the performance of 
a duty. Their essential features are these: (1) They are always and exclusively addressed to God; 
(2) the mind of the writer fastens specially on some aspect of the Divine character, some attribute 
or group of attributes, as the foundation of His claim to universal and perpetual praise.”3 
 
Let us look at the primary idea, “To God be the Glory FOREVER” and why this is true.  
 
I. Why God should be GLORIFIED FOREVER - The object of our adoration (vv. 25a, 27) 

 
A. He is able (vv. 25a) 

 
The word is “dunamai.” It means, “Able to do what is said or demanded.” 
 
Notice its usage in Romans. 
 

• “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 

be” (Rom. 8:7) 
 

• “So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 8:8) 
 

• “Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 
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• “And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, able also to admonish one another” (Rom. 15:14). 
 

• “Now to him that is of power to establish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began” (Rom. 16:25). 

 
What is He able to do? He is able to establish you in the gospel! 
 

B. He is wise (v. 27a) 
 
“The apostle here resumes the doxology which had been interrupted by the parenthesis. The 
attribute of ‘wisdom’ is here brought into view, because it had been particularly displayed in 
this plan which was now revealed. It evinced, in an eminent degree, the ‘wisdom’ of God. That 
wisdom was evinced in devising the plan; in adapting it to the renewing of the heart; the 
justification of the sinner; his preservation, guidance, and sanctification; and in the manner in 
which the divine attributes had all been seen to harmonize. All this the apostle had illustrated 
in the previous parts of the Epistle; and now, full of the convictions of this wisdom, he desires 
that all the praise and honor should be to God. The ‘tendency’ of the plan is to promote his glory. 
The ‘obligation’ on all who are benefitted by it is to give him praise.” 4 
 
How is His wise? He is using the best means to accomplish the greatest good. 
 

C. He is glorified/glorious (v. 27b) 
 

• “And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to 
birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things” (Rom. 1:23). 
 

• “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
 

• “By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 

of God” (Rom. 5:2). 
 

• “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). 
 

• “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 

shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18). 
 

• “Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 

liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 8:21). 
 

• “And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 

prepared unto glory” (Rom. 9:23). 
 

• “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen” (Rom. 11:36). 

 
Although we cannot note every verse, the conclusion might be as follows: God is glorious in His 
transcendent essence and through His redemptive activity through which His people are 
changed into His glory whereby His glory is magnified/celebrated/glorified. 
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“Don't miss the importance of the preposition ‘through’ which emphasizes that we go to the 
Father only through our great High Priest, Jesus.”5 
 
“Through Jesus Christ - By means of the work which Jesus Christ has performed; through him 
now as mediator and intercessor in the heavens.”6 
 
In you and I being established, God is glorious and glorified! 
 
II. Why God should be GLORIFIED FOREVER - The reason for our adoration 
 
Why are we adoring this God who is able, wise, and glorious? Because of who He is and what 
He does we are established and the mystery is made known. 
 
On or around July 4th, multiple communities around this great nation have powerful fireworks 
displays. “Fireworks give off energy in three forms: light, sound, and heat. Depending on the 
chemical reaction created, fireworks emit different wavelengths of light: blue/violet for higher-
energy reactants; red and orange for lower, for example. When a firework detonates, it also 
causes the air around it to expand faster than the speed of sound. This produces a shock wave, 
otherwise known as a sonic boom. Pretty cool.”7 A very natural response to a firework display 
is, “Whoa, did you see that!?” When we begin to see who God is and what God does, we will 
say, “Whoa, did you see that?” 
 

A. He establishes us 
 
The word establishes occurs twice in Romans and means, “To turn resolutely in a certain 
direction, steadfastly set, and to strengthen.” 
 

• “For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may 

be established” (Rom. 1:11). 
 

• “Now to him that is of power to establish you according to my gospel, and the preaching 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since 
the world began” (Rom. 16:25). 

 
Paul’s desire was for the Church of Rome to be established, knowing full well God is the one 
who establishes His people. God has a standard that this establishing corresponds to and 
through which the establishing takes place. Notice the standard and the means. 
 
Paul uses a preposition [kata] with the accusative. This grammatical structure means, “In 
accordance with, corresponding to.” 
 

1. Corresponding to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ 
 
Another point however needs to be noted concerning this reference to “my gospel.” There were 
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many gospels abounding in first century churches. Paul warns about them in almost all of his 
letters. Of course, not all of them served the proclamation of Jesus Christ. Many of them lead 
people into error, confusing the eternal God who revealed the mystery with gods of culture. 
Paul's gospel however stands in the tradition of the prophetic writings. It is rooted in the 
promise found in the Old Testament and which is meant not only for the Jewish people but for 
all Gentiles, for all the nations.8  
 

2. Corresponding to the revelation of the mystery 
 

3. Corresponding to the commandment of the everlasting God 
 
These three “things” are not separate and they might be progressive, one coming from the other 
with the commandment being the foundation for the gospel. All three say the same thing, God 
plants us and this planting corresponds to Jesus.  
 
Everything taking place happens according to the commandment of the everlasting God. 
Friends, we wrestle with the idea of God’s absolute control and humanity’s [so-called] “free” 
will. There is no tension here. First, God’s sovereignty and humanity’s volition are both true but 
not equally weighed. God ALWAYS wins. Second, everyone has a will that operates within its 
limitations, thus no one’s will is free as in limitless. You always choose within your boundaries. 
With this said, let us not weaken what we are reading. God establishes us. He has commanded 
this. God uses means. He has commanded this. His power is such that none of what He has 
commanded will fail. 
 
So I ask you, “Whoa, did you see that?” 
 

B. He makes known the mystery 
 
“What has happened in the gospel is the fulfilment of the age-old story of God.”9 What God has 
promised has come to pass and will continue to unfold in the fulfillment of these ancient 
promises. 
 
“Two things to note here: First, the gospel is an unveiling of something that was in existence. 
The gospel is, then, not new in the divine scheme of things. It has been in God's universe, as the 
words of this passage say, ‘for long ages’ (16:25). This is why the ‘prophetic writings’ (16:26) are 
one of the vehicles through which the mystery is revealed. Even though the scriptures of the 
synagogue are prior to the "preaching of Jesus Christ" (16:25), they reveal that preaching. This is 
the case because the kerygma of Jesus Christ is only new from the human point of view. . . The 
second thing to note is that the mystery is a mystery only until God decides to unveil it. Now 
there is no mystery in regards to the good news and the preaching of Jesus Christ. God has 
revealed the mystery.”10  
 
Notice God’s intent in making known. He desires to have us know who He is, what He has done, 
and who we are in Him. 
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• the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, (v. 25). 

• but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the 
commandment of the eternal God, (v. 26). 

• has been made known to all the nations, (v. 26). 
 
So I ask you, “Whoa, did you see that?” 
 
III. Why God should be GLORIFIED FOREVER - The consequence of our adoration 
 
“The purpose of the revelation of the mystery is ultimately to bring about the obedience found 
in genuine faith among ‘all the nations’ which speaks of this truth being available throughout 
the world.”11 
 
“This gospel has been spread around the world to bring about the obedience of faith.”12 
 

A. The gospel is proclaimed (v. 25) /known (v. 27) 
 
We proclaim, make known the gospel in order that those who hear would obey/believe/submit 
to the gospel. 
 

B. The gospel is believed (v. 26) 
 
The obedience described parallels the idea of believing. It means, “Attentive hearkening, i.e. (by 
implication) compliance or submission.” 
 

• “By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his 

name” (Rom. 1:5). 
 

• “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be 
made righteous” (Rom. 5:19). 
 

• “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof” (Rom. 6:12). 
 

• “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you” (Rom. 6:17). 
 

• “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16). 
 

• “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?” (Rom. 
10:16). 
 

• “For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the 

Gentiles obedient, by word and deed” (Rom. 15:18). 
 

• “For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would 
have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil” (Rom. 16:19). 
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The design of the biblical Story is for people to both hear and believe (Rom. 10:13-17). 
 
A story is told in Scripture that illustrates this concept.  Listen to one commentator’s telling of 
this story found in 2 Kings: 
 
“The king of Syria sent his army against Samaria, and surrounded the capital city. With the city 
surrounded, the people could not go out to get food. A terrible famine gripped the city. Food 
became so scarce that the head of a donkey sold for two pounds of silver. A pint or two of dove 
dung sold for about two ounces of silver. The people were starving in this desperate situation. 
They actually resorted to cannibalism. Outside the city wall sat four lepers. They were not 
allowed into the city because of their leprosy. They were in an even worse situation than the 
people inside the city walls. The story of these four lepers is told to us in II Kings 7:3-10. . . These 
men went into the abandoned tents of the Syrians and carried out armloads of silver and gold, 
and expensive clothing. When you rise up and come to Christ - you, too, will get what you need! 
God will give you ‘the exceeding riches of his grace.’ You will be loaded down with ‘the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God.’ You will be saved!  
 
They had been leprous men, dying from starvation, shut out from the city, waiting to die. They 
reasoned and thought about their situation. They said, ‘Why sit we here until we die?’ They rose 
up and went - and got what they needed. All that their hearts desired had been providentially 
prepared for them by God.”13 
 
However, our story does not stop here. Listen to verses 8-11. 
 

• 8 “When these lepers came to the outskirts of the camp, they entered one tent and ate and drank, and carried 
from there silver and gold and clothes, and went and hid them; and they returned and entered another tent 
and carried from there also, and went and hid them. 9 Then they said to one another, ‘We are not doing 
right. This day is a day of good news, but we are keeping silent; if we wait until morning light, 
punishment will overtake us. Now therefore come, let us go and tell the king's household.’ 10 So they 
came and called to the gatekeepers of the city, and they told them, saying, ‘We came to the camp of the 
Arameans, and behold, there was no one there, nor the voice of man, only the horses tied and the donkeys 
tied, and the tents just as they were.’ 11 The gatekeepers called and told it within the king's household” (2 
Kings 7:8-11). 

 
Friend, this story foreshadows the larger Story of Scripture. We have gathered and seen, now let 
us go and tell. Our world locally, nationally, and globally needs to know and believe. Why, 
because God is worthy in who He is and what He does. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Before we close, please notice four statements accenting our four-fold core value. 

• Christ-Exalting / “The preaching of Jesus Christ” 

• Word-Centered / “By the Scriptures” 

• Grace-Based / “God establishes YOU” 

• Global-Impacting / “Made known to all the nations” 
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This is who we are, this is what we do. 
 
1. In all of Romans, only God is to be worshipped. 
2. And the outcome of this worship leads to the obedience of the nations. 
 

1 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2247  
2 http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/mevangel/mysgos.htm  
3 https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/sbc/romans-16.html" \l "27", Romans 16:27. 
4 Albert Barnes' Notes on the Whole Bible. 
5 http://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_1625-27.htm 
6 Albert Barnes' Notes on the Whole Bible. 
7 https://blog.ecoventsystems.com/2014/07/how-much-energy-do-fireworks-generate-on-july-4th/  
8 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1152  
9 Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone – Romans Part 2, 141. 
10 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=183  
11 http://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_1625-27.htm  
12 Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone – Romans Part 2, 141. 
13 http://www.rlhymersjr.com/Online_Sermons/2004/011704_LessonFromLepers.html 

                                                           


