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All-Inclusive Indictment 
Romans 3:9-20 

 
The Book of Romans 

 
Introduction: 
As this “court scene” unfolds before us, all the evidence on display exposes the depravity of 
man.  The Gentile “takes the stand” (1:18-32) and is found guilty of rejecting the truth of general 
revelation, warranting the righteous wrath of God on his sin.  The Jew “takes the stand” (2:1-
3:8) and is found guilty of rejecting the truth found in both general and special revelation, thus 
warranting the same righteous wrath of God against his sin.  In Romans 3:9-20 we will see that 
even though the Jew has “lawyered up” and delivered an elaborate defense, the very Scriptures 
he bases his arguments on will be used against him in God’s “court of law.”   
 
Outline: 

I. The Question – Where does all this leave us? (v.9) 

II. The Answer – No better off than the Gentiles (v.9) 

III. The Indictment – The charges leveled against both Jew and Gentile is that ALL ARE 

UNDER SIN  

A. No one is righteous (v.10-12) 

B. No one lives righteous (v.13-18) 

IV. The Closing Argument – We are left defenseless before the Righteous Judge (v.19-20) 

A. We are all silenced before God (v.19) 

B. We are all accountable to God (v.19) 

C. We are all lacking a righteousness sufficient to justify us to God (v.20) 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: 

1. Remembering the context in which this larger section of condemnation lies (1:18-3:20) 

helps us see our only hope in the midst of hopelessness.  Consider Romans 1:16-17 and 

3:21-31 as they focus on the gospel’s power to provide the very righteousness we were 

lacking. 

2. Reject defending yourself before God and others.  

3. Rest in the finished work of Jesus.  Rely on Jesus as your only defense, your only hope, 

your only boast before the Righteous Judge.  Then, rejoice that He is enough, that He is 

your righteousness. 

4. Repent and believe the gospel.  Friend, if you are still pleading your case for your own 

righteousness on the basis of anything other than the finished work of Jesus, please 

realize that you have no case according to today’s text and are desperately in need of the 

righteousness of another – His name is Jesus. 

 
 


