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Love in the Church 
Romans 13:8-14 

 The Book of Romans 

Introduction: 

Paul’s purpose in writing is to address an issue within the church at Rome that was impacting 

their fellowship around the dining room table.  Family mealtime became more like a courtroom 

scene with judges and juries, plaintiffs and defendants, accusations and verdicts, rather than a 

time of sweet fellowship and loving acceptance of those within the family.  But it’s interesting 

how Paul goes about dealing with this issue of “quarreling over opinions” (14:1) and “passing 

judgment” on one another (14:4).   

 

Outline: 

I. Root Issue (Romans 14-15) – Unity is forfeited when judging one another is tolerated 

II. Real Solution (Romans 1-11) – Unity is fostered when the gospel is celebrated 

III. Resulting Impact (Romans 12-13) – Unity is fulfilled when love is demonstrated 

A. Love Defined (Romans 12:9-10) 

B. Love Demonstrated (Romans 12:9-21 and 13:8-14) 

1) Loving without condition is the result of the gospel (13:8-10) 

2) Loving without conformity to this world is the result of the gospel (13:11-14) 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: 

1. Love is exercised within community.   

2. Love is both expected and possible because of the gospel’s impact on our lives. 

3. Love is experienced as the Spirit expresses His fruit in and through us to one another. 

4. Meditate on truth: 1 Cor. 13; 1 John 3:11-24 and 4:7-21 (Transformed by mind renewal) 
 

5. Pray Ephesians 3:14-21 for our fellowship. 

 


