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THE Story CONTINUES: From PASSOVER To PENTECOST 

 

“POWER. PRESENCE. PENTECOST” 

Acts 2:14-41 

 

EMPHASIS: 

“This Jesus” is our Messiah and we rejected him. But, we have a chance to repent and receive the forgiveness of 

sins and the gift of his presence (Holy Spirit). 

 

STRUCTURE: 

 Peter contextualizes the Scripture to clarify circumstances (Acts 2:14-21) 

 Peter connects the dots of Scripture to clarify their Christocentric nature (Acts 2:22-36) 

 Peter calls the audience to repentance (Acts 2:37-41) 

 

CONTEXT:  

 Literary: The disciples of Jesus had experienced an emotionally exhausting 40+ day journey having 

witnessed the death and resurrection of Jesus, 40 days of his presence, then his ascension to the Father. 

While they wait for the promised Spirit they draft Matthias to take Judas’ spot on the team. On the day of 

Pentecost (50 days following the resurrection; 10 days after the ascension), the promised Spirit arrives as 

Jesus foretold. 

 

Immediately following Peter’s sermon and mass conversion of approximately 3000 people the text 

describes how the early church lived as the church (Acts 2:42-47). 

 

 Historical: The day of Pentecost – 50 days after Passover; 10 days after the ascension – is the day the 

promised Holy Spirit descended on the Messiah’s followers. Now they have the power they need to fulfill 

the mission of being witnesses to and making disciples of the nations. The Acts of the Apostles charts the 

journey of the forward advance of the gospel from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria, to the ends of the 

earth. 

 

 Biblical: Luke makes three biblical connections since Peter paraphrases three different texts in his 

interaction with the crowd. The first is Joel 2:28-32, where Peter ties this text directly to what they were 

experiencing on Pentecost. Second, Peter connects Psalm 16:8-11 to the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Finally, Peter ties Psalm 110:1 to the ascension of Jesus. As the audience heard each paraphrase it would 

have triggered more than just the portion of text quoted, but the entire psalm or all of Joel. They would 

have had to wrestle with Scripture they heard all their lives in a new way. I’m convinced Jesus shared 

these texts (and much more) with his disciples during the 40 days he was with them (Luke 24). 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Unbeliever: You have faith in something. You believe something. The Bible is either fact or fiction. How will you 

respond to “this Jesus”? “This Jesus” who was crucified for the sin of humanity. “This Jesus” who rose victorious 

over sin and death. “This Jesus” who ascended to God the Father and sits enthroned. This Jesus who grants 

forgiveness of sins and the gift of his presence – in the person of the Holy Spirit. 

 

  



 

 Now what?  

o Repent – 1) acknowledge your sin against God (admit, honest, humility, brokenness) 2) turning 

towards God from sin and self [faith/belief] 

o Receive – 1) forgiveness of your sins (not merely wiping the slate clean, but rather eliminating the 

slate altogether) 2) the promised gift of the Holy Spirit (God’s presence will reside inside you) 

o Baptism – 1) publicly identify with “this Jesus” 2) picture of the gospel – death, burial, resurrection 

 Now who?  

o This promise is for you – and your family. 

o This promise is for those who are “far off” – who believe their sins are too great, too many, too 

dark, too “whatever” to be forgiven. 

o This promise is for those who realize that they CAN’T bear the weight of their sin any longer, they 

CAN’T save themselves from sin and eternal death, they CAN’T be right with God by their own 

efforts, merits, or works. 

 

Believer: As you engage this text, many of you have already responded in faith to the gospel – the good news that 

God did for us what we could never do for ourselves in sending his only Son to live a sinless life, die as a perfect 

offering for sin, and rise victorious from the grave.  

 

Now what? 

 The Holy Spirit lives in you and through you this gospel to those around you: 

1) you have his presence and power at work in you through the Spirit  

2) you are witnesses of “this Jesus” [ON MISSION]  

3) you have a message of forgiveness of sins and restoration of relationship with God 


