
 

 

1 

Titus 1:1-4 

Our initial read laid bare the division created by the false teachers and their teaching within the church 

in Crete. It sought to identify clearly the problem, and laid out what Paul would offer as a solution. 

What seemed to be so startling in those early years seems to have settled in and made all those present 

somewhat complacent and actually quite accepting of the error. The error was now dominating as 

orthodoxy [i.e. right thinking]. Paul would have none of this. He vigorously shakes his audience hoping 

to see them awaken to who God is, what He has done, and who they are in Him. 

This short read opens for us the Letter to Titus. The apostle Paul had trained Titus as an intern. Paul 

was a mentor-pastor to Titus. Titus became for the apostle Paul a trusted co-worker and faithful 

companion.  Titus was of such character and reliability that the apostle left him in the region of Crete 

in order to realign the local church to the gospel. Such an alignment required the placing of Elders. 

The first paragraph in Titus (1:1-4) strikes several key elements. First, Paul labored under the 

assumption that his work had redemptive significance. He did it “for the sake of the faith of God’s 

elect” (v. 1). It was to this end he became a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ. In order to 

establish his authority, he postures himself as a servant and an apostle. Why?  Because everywhere he 

went preaching the gospel, those who either opposed him or taught a different gospel confronted him. 

Knowing why we do what we do sustains God’s people as they continue in the gospel. Regardless of 

whether or not one sees a return on their investment, such activity is “for the sake of the faith of God’s 

elect.” Second, his intent was for the elect to understand how a “knowledge of the truth” produced 

“godliness” (v. 1).  As we have noted, the church of Crete either divided or reversed this idea.  Either 

they thought there was no connection between the knowledge of the truth and godliness, or they 

thought godliness led to a deeper knowledge of God.  Either way, it was a false error that had far-

reaching implications. Third, Paul expands on what is meant by “knowledge of the truth” in verses 2 

and 3 by speaking of God’s overarching redemptive purpose in the person and work of Jesus. Jesus 

alone and only is titled, “Savior.” Not only are we to push the gospel outward in EVANGELISM [for 

the sake of the elect] . . . but we are equally to push the gospel inward in EDIFICATION [leads to 

godliness]. It is this holistic approach to the gospel that Paul begins addressing.  From the common 

faith entrusted to him and preached by him, to the very content of this preached Word being eternal 

life as explained by “a knowledge of the truth that accords to godliness,” this path from faith to truth 

is seamless and systemic. There can be no breakage in the linkage. 

Three elements will form for us the foundation on which the Letter is built. First, life [i.e. history] is 

redemptive. Second, the JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. The two cannot be separated 

or reversed. Finally, the gospel will form the Letter’s MELODIC LINE.   

Paul goes from the rather large thought [i.e. the promise], through the idea of truth producing godliness 
and finally leads the reader to its core, eternal life. This life is found only in God’s provision. Jesus is 
eternal life. Jesus is truth leading to godliness. Jesus is the promise. As we work through this Letter, we 
have reduced this entire idea to, JESUS works. It is our way of encapsulating the much larger idea that 
“The JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT.” Christian obedience is the natural and inevitable 
consequence of the JESUS SEED. You cannot have one without the other, but the one always produces 
the other. The order cannot be reversed. No amount of “works righteousness” can do for us what can 
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only be done by the person and work of Jesus. This is what the Holy Spirit works in us and through us 
to those around us. The thought of Jesus working has two angles. First, if we were dealing with a 
household appliance and if asked, “Does it work?” if it does run, we would respond with a “yes, it 
runs.” Our response is in contrast to, “It is broken and does not work.” JESUS works. He is not broken. 
A second angle concerning our imaginary appliance is, “Does the appliance do what it is supposed to 
do, such as chop, blend, or crush?” Again, our response would be, “Yes, it does what it is supposed to 
do.” It actually works. This is the essence of what Paul teaches in the Letter to Titus. This is what forms 
the MELODIC LINE in Titus and will undergird and guide us in our handling of this short, but weighty 
Letter. JESUS works. He is not broken, idle, passive, apathetic, or lethargic. He works! Secondly, he does 
exactly what he says he would do. He works, he is active and aggressive and engaged and energized 
in causing the fruit produced by his seed. This holistic approach to the gospel drove Paul as a servant 
and an apostle to PREACH THE WORD. This is that WORD. Our corruption is so pervasive that WE 
CAN’T. But God is so gracious and powerful that HE CAN. And Jesus is so infinite and loving that HE 
DID. And to this the apostle was called. This is what God entrusted to him (1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:12, 14; 
2:2). These two ideas are intertwined. What God determines, we declare. What He promises, we 
proclaim. 

Let us offer a word of explanation as to the raised lettering for the word work. We do believe the JESUS 

SEED inevitably produces GOSPEL FRUIT, but the SEED is the CAUSE not the CONSEQUENCE. The 

two are not the same. They are not equals. The fruit cannot be separated from the seed neither does the 

fruit cause the seed. When Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment is, his response reflects 

this thought (Matt. 22:36-40). First, love God, then as a consequence of this, love others. One’s love for 

God causes one’s love for others. It cannot be separated nor reversed. To keep this order and emphasis 

in play, we have chosen to capitalize JESUS and superscript works. Perhaps you think bigger than this 

simple visual, but this distinction is necessary because of this prevailing problem within the Christian 

mindset.  

God gifts His people the very righteousness of His Son. It is this gifting the Holy Spirit works in His 

people and through His people so that the very righteousness of Jesus and the very holiness of the 

Spirit show themselves in and through His people. This is the confidence and assurance His people 

have as they exist in a fallen and corrupted world. 

Thus, it is with great anticipation we approach this study knowing what lies before us. May this simple 

idea saturate our thinking so that our handling of this biblical text will soak our readings and satiate 

our appetites. 


