
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 

asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 12, 2014 
Title:  We believe . . . the Bible reveals the one Story from which all stories flow. 
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: The Bible tells/reveals a single Story and Jesus is at the center of it.  
 
Introduction:  
Our preceding study considered “The Ten Tenets of Biblical Orthodoxy.”  Almost without 
exception most professing Evangelicals affirm these ten tenets in one form or another.  They 
see and believe the folded towel.  Yet is it possible to affirm the ten tenets and still have no idea 
as to what they speak.  They have yet to unfold the towel.  If the ten tenets appear “coded” 
and abstract, then I desire to make it even clearer as we push toward the center of the biblical 
storyline.   
 
It is important to keep three thoughts in mind as we push toward our theological “DNA,” the 
nuances that make us unique within the one Church yet still solidly Evangelical. 
 
First, the storyline of the Bible does not have you or your happiness at its center.  The biblical 
storyline has God as Trinity at the center. 
 
Second, the storyline of the Bible is not primarily redemptive.  Redemption is the means God 
has established to celebrate His greatness through your joy. 
 
Thus, your redemption is not the end.  Your redemption is a means to the end.  His glory is 
the end.  The glory of God is that He is so full within Himself that He desired to share this 
fullness with the creation of His hand, thus declaring His glory and receiving further glory by 
their joy in Him. 
 
It is important to remember how we are gravitating toward the point of the wedge.  We started 
with the ten tenets all Evangelical Christians embrace and now we’re narrowing the 
conversation to what we as a local church specifically hold to. 
 
The Bible may appear to be just a collection of random stories. On a higher level, though, a unity 
appears. What is God saying through all the individual stories and events recorded? 
 
This is where the word meta-narrative1 comes into importance. At its simplest, the word means 
“Big Story.” The meta-narrative of the Bible is its Story about God.  It is the one Story holding 
all other stories together.  I, along with others, have defined this single Story by Six Acts: God, 
Creation, Rejection, Redemption, Re-Creation and Joy through Worship. 
 

The Bible tells one unfolding story of redemption against the backdrop of creation and 
humanity's fall into sin.2 As N.T. Wright has put it, the divine drama told in Scripture offers a 

story which is the story of the whole world. It is public truth.’”3 
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Thus, it is impossible to understand our own stories until they are placed within the grand Story 

of God.   

 
Outline: 
 
I. We believe God is fully satisfied within Himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit [GOD]. 

 
22 “So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, ‘Men of Athens, I observe that you are very 
religious in all respects. 23 For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I 
also found an altar with this inscription, 'TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.' Therefore what you worship in 
ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25 nor is He served by human hands, as 

though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 26 and 
He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they 
might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and 
move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we also are His children.' 29 Being then the 
children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
formed by the art and thought of man. 30 Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now 
declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 31 because He has fixed a day in which He will 
judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all 
men by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17:22-30). 

 
 

A. Therefore, God needs nothing for His joy to be full. 
 
God did not create out of poverty, but out of plenty.  It was not an inherent shortcoming, but 
an astonishing bounty that compelled Him to create.  His only need was the lavish overflow of 
His being to share with His creation the joy He has within Himself as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 
 

B. Therefore, knowledge, understanding and wisdom is only fully known in God. 
 
Everything outside of God is finite and thus constrained.  It is for this reason the idea of human 
autonomy and freedom of the will is limited as to what it actually means.  I find our thoughts 
of human autonomy so small.  Do we actually believe anyone or anything is out there doing 
their own thing without God’s oversight and engagement? 
 

C. Therefore, we should invite others to see God as the beginning and ending of every 
conceivable story. 

 
Friends, I do not deny the lack I feel as a finite being, but I equally cannot deny the only source 
of sufficiency and joy we might ever experience in this life and in the life to come is found solely 
in the person and work of Jesus Christ. The issues you and I are dealing with on a personal level 
always come out of our failure to find joy in God as Trinity.   
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“After the question: "Does God exist?" to which God answers, “I Am” (Exodus 3:14), the next 
question that has shaped us most deeply at Bethlehem is: Why did God create the world?  The 
short answer that resounds through the whole Bible like rolling thunder is: God created the 
world for his glory.  When the first chapter of the Bible says, “So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27), what 
is the point? The point of an image is to image. Images are erected to display the original. Point 
to the original. Glorify the original. God made humans in his image so that the world would be 
filled with reflectors of God. Images of God. Seven billion statues of God. So that nobody would 
miss the point of creation. Nobody (unless they were stone blind) could miss the point of 
humanity, namely, God. Knowing, loving, showing God.”4 
 
II. We believe God’s joy is so immeasurable and His essence so lavish that He created a 

world and a people group whereby His people could know and experience the joy He 
has within Himself as the outworking and expression of this copiousness 
[CREATION]. 

 
“Everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for My glory, whom I have formed, even 
whom I have made” (Isa. 43:7). 

 

A. Therefore, creation is a platform for His glory to be seen. 
 

“The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands” (Ps. 
19:1). 

 
The earth is not our equal.  The earth is our resource to be stewarded by the grace of God for 
the glory of God.  Creation as a whole is simply a stage whereby the glory of God is known and 
seen. 
 

B. Therefore, creation is not primary but secondary in God’s design for His glory and 
humanity’s joy. 
 

C. Therefore, creation cannot do what only can be done in and by God. 
 
Creation, the shadow, can only point it cannot provide.  All of the emptiness of shadow pursuit 
ends in soul ache.  All those things we pursue to scratch this itch are husks devoid of life.  The 
homosexual or drug addict or Facebook junkie or perpetual adrenaline risk taker are all in 
pursuit of something that can only be satisfied in God. 
 

D. Therefore, we should invite others to see their desire for joy to be ultimately 
fulfilled in God’s provision and not in the working of their own hands. 

 
“Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 
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III. We believe humanity is designed to know and experience this joy, but rejected God’s 
invitation for joy and chose their own thus separating themselves from Him and 
damning themselves to eternal unrest [REJECTION]. 

 
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 

 
A. Therefore, humanity is inherently alienated from God. 

 
Although we all are designed for God’s joy, we will not seek Him independent of His first cause. 
 

B. Therefore, humanity is universally in need of God. 
 

There is no one anywhere that is not in need of God’s provision in the person and work of Jesus 
the Christ. 
 

C. Therefore, we should invite others to see their inherent need of God’s provision in 
the person and work of Jesus the Christ. 

 

IV. We believe God graciously intervened in order to restore their joy through the 
provision of His Son and the power of the Holy Spirit [REDEMPTION]. 

 
7 “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. 8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in 

the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are 

you?’” (Gen. 3:7-9). 

 
A. Therefore, all of this is foreshadowed in a Seed Promise and in a Blood Picture. 

 
15 “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall 
bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel . . . 21 The LORD God made garments of 

skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them” (Gen. 3:15, 21). 

 
Everything written from Genesis through Malachi is a lesser shadow cast by the greater 
substance.  All of the biblical narrative is a smaller type of the larger antitype. 
 

B. Therefore, all of this is fulfilled and completed in Jesus the Christ. 
 
The “shadow” only has significance by its fulfillment and completion in Jesus the Christ.  Jesus 
is the point. 
 

C. Therefore, we should invite others to see Jesus the Christ as the fulfillment of the 
Seed Promise and the completion of the Blood Picture.  

 
V. We believe the gospel restores the believing for joy [RE-CREATION]. 
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“You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there 

are pleasures forever” (Ps. 16:11). 
 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” 
(John 10:10). 

 
A. Therefore, all shadow joy is empty as an end. 
 

B. Therefore, all shadow joy foreshadows full joy in God. 
 

C. Therefore, we should invite others to find their ultimate joy in God. 
 

VI. We believe this joy has its fullest expression in the biblical worship of Him [JOY 
THROUGH WORSHIP]. 

 
Let us read Revelation 4, 5, 21 and 22.  We are coming back to the original design for the Garden, 
but now with the addition of rejection, redemption and re-creation. 
 

A. Therefore, we believe we are waiting for the final and fullest expression of this joy 
in the forthcoming future. 

 
Without denying present joy, the best is still yet to come and its fulfillment is looming.  Friend, 
life is hard and relationships are complicated, but as Christians we can still have joy today. 
 

B. Therefore, we believe through shadow joy we can taste and see that God is good. 
 
Creation is not intrinsically evil or bad.  We should embrace shadow joy for what it is.  All of 
our earthly human physical passions are but foreshadows of the fullest substance.  Our 
frustration and struggle against shadow happens when we look to it to do for us what only can 
be done in the substance, Jesus the Christ. 
 

6 “The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; A banquet of aged 

wine, choice pieces with marrow, and refined, aged wine. 7 And on this mountain He will swallow up the 
covering which is over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all nations. 8 He will swallow up 
death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach 
of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken. 9 And it will be said in that day, ‘Behold, this is 
our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; Let 
us rejoice and be glad in His salvation’” (Isa. 25:6-9). 

 
For me, the idea of a carnal Christian is one who fails to see the shadow for what it is.  A carnal 
Christian is one who is stuck on shadow and fails to see beyond the shadow to the substance.  
Abusing creation makes one a slave to creation.  I find it unfortunate when the shadow becomes 
our enemy.  We can never taste and see God is good if we are always fighting against the 
shadow. 
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C. Therefore, we should invite others to prepare for the final and fullest expression 
of this future joy now by believing the Story God has written concerning His Son 
and our relationship to Him. 

 
I go through periods of frustration.  I often evaluate why I’m frustrated.  My frustration is in 
my own failure to simply believe Jesus is enough in this life and in the life to come.  I want 
something from the shadow that the shadow cannot provide.  Friend, I am a citizen of another 
country that finds himself in a land of shadow. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Friends, we continue to move our theology toward the soft, chewy, chocolaty center (Last 
week’s illustration of the Tootsie pop showed that there can be different flavors on the 
surface but the main point is JESUS). 

2. Broadly speaking we are going from who God is, to what He has done and finally who 
we are in Him. 

3. You will never understand or appreciate who you are until you see who He is and what 
has been done by Him for you. 

 

1 “A metanarrative is a grand narrative common to all. The term refers, in critical theory and particularly in 

postmodernism, to a comprehensive explanation, a narrative about narratives of historical meaning, experience or 

knowledge, which offers a society legitimation through the anticipated completion of a (as yet unrealised) master idea.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metanarrative  
2 http://www.globalopps.org/training/articles/onestory.htm#note6  
3 N.T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 41-42. 
4 http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/why-did-god-create-the-world  

                                                           


