
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship 

where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine 

monergism to the Christian life. 
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Date:  January 26, 2014 
Title:  We believe . . . the gospel that saves us is the gospel that sanctifies us 

“Nine Marks of Gospel Living” 
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: The gospel is the Biblical Story where Jesus is center stage.  
 

Outline: 
 

We believe the gospel that saves us is the gospel that sanctifies us. The gospel is Jesus.  He 
defines our conversion and our Christianity.   
 
Neither our conversion nor our Christianity is about us, but about Him.  The entire franchise 
rests on Him.  He is the foundation and He built the structure that now rests on it.  If it were 
possible for me to have done anything to merit the good graces of God, then God would not 
have had to send His Son to be my Savior and Advocate.  Jesus is not the divine enablement, 
but the divine answer.  I cannot work up; He must reach down.  I was not resuscitated as if 
I fainted; I was resurrected for I was dead.   
 
Here we will consider how Jesus defines our Christianity.  Because Jesus is sufficient in who 
He is and what He does and there is nothing we could do that He has done, our issue with sin 
and its intrinsic demerit has been fully and finally addressed. 
 

Yet just how wonderful is this message of grace?  Consider the following quote as it relates to 
the “rediscovery” of the singular truth “salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ 
alone.” 
 

“The Reformation was a time when men went blind, staggering drunk because they had 
discovered, in the dusty basement of late medievalism, a whole cellarful of fifteen-hundred-
year-old, two-hundred proof Grace – of bottle after bottle of pure distillate of Scripture, one sip 
of which would convince anyone that God saves us single-handedly. The word of the Gospel – 
after all those centuries of trying to lift yourself into heaven by worrying about the perfection of 
your bootstraps – suddenly turned out to be a flat announcement that the saved were home 
before they started… Grace has to be drunk straight: no water, no ice, and certainly no ginger 
ale; neither goodness, nor badness, not the flowers that bloom in the spring of super spirituality 
could be allowed to enter into the case.”1  
 

That is what we are endeavoring to do at WBC.  To drink deeply the grace of God and to lose 
our minds on Him.  Yet what does this look like? 
 
"The church should be a place where we can say anything and know we won't be kicked out, 
where we can confess our sins knowing others will help us, where we can disagree and still be 
friends. It ought to be the one place in the world where we don't have to wear masks."2 
 
"Allow me to let you in on a secret: NOBODY fits the mold & most of us wear masks to cause 
others to think we do. The greatest tragedy of the church is that, in many cases, the most 
dishonest hour of the week is the hour we spend at church."3 
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We have worked ourselves to this point.  We have gone through THE TEN TENETS OF 
BIBLICAL ORTHODOXY and then considered THE BIBLICAL STORYLINE IN SIX ACTS.  
From there we examined and celebrated TWO TRUTHS ABOUT JESUS AND HIS 
RELATIONSHIP TO THE GOSPEL.  Now we consider EIGHT MARKS OF GOSPEL LIVING.  
We have taken our folded towel and unwrapped it to find Him who is above all else.  All beauty 
pales in comparison to Him who alone is lovely.   
 
For those who are new to our fellowship, I want you to know and understand just how 
wonderful Jesus is and how much in love we are with Him and His Church.  We believe God 
in Trinity is so wonderful as to sanctify that which He saves.   
 
In light of all we have considered, please note with me our final nine marks. 
 

I. Because the work of God is so all consuming, there is nothing we can do to undo 
what has been done (1 Thess. 5:23, 24; Jude 24, 25). 

 
23 “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be 
preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is He who calls you, 
and He also will bring it to pass” (1 Thess. 5:23, 24). 

 
24 “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His 
glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen” (Jude 24, 25). 

 
We believe our position in Christ changes our performance but our performance can never 
change our position in Christ.  Therefore, no matter how poorly you perform you cannot stop 
God from finishing what He began.  Therefore, no matter how well you behave your 
acceptance before Him is not based on you, but in His Son. 
 

II. Because the work of God is so all consuming, what we receive by grace we cannot 
maintain by works (Gal. 3:1-3). 

 
1 “You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed 
as crucified? 2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of 
the Law, or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh?” (Gal. 3:1-3). 

 
Nothing we do can add to the finished work of Jesus.  Any activity or thought that adds to or 
subtracts from the person and work of Jesus Christ is diminishing the glory of God.  By grace 
alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.  We will not strive to reform the old man but strive 
to rest in the new man. 
 
Without desiring to attack or offend anyone’s sensibilities, I do not believe we are striving to 
have Our Best Life Now.  This life has nothing in it for me but shadow joy in a fallen world that 
affects me personally, relationally, culturally, nationally and globally.  By living for our best 
life now, we fail to see beyond the immediate and look toward the Our Best Life Then.  Again, 
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with respect to our military, I am not interested in becoming all I can be or becoming an army of one.  
For me, to become all I can be or an army of one, I will live for self and trample over everything 
and everyone who gets in my way.  I am not interested in becoming self-sufficient or self-
reliant.  I desire to live my life in the context of community with an attitude of inter-
dependence. 
 
 
Everything about the Christian life is counter-intuitive.  In this physical world we desire to see 
our children mature and become self-reliant, but in the Christian world maturity is marked by 
complete dependency on the grace of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

III. Because the work of God is so all consuming, my acceptance by God is based on 
position not performance (Heb. 4:12-14). 

 
14 “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw 
near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need” (Heb. 4:14-16). 

 
If performance is the basis [platform] of our acceptance by God and not position, then we never 
know if we have done enough.  When performance reigns over position, you live a tentative, 
scared, “walking on egg shells” existence.  You know what this feels like.  You are always 
afraid you might do or say the wrong thing and the person you are seeking to please snaps at 
you or criticizes you or judges you.  When grace reigns in your relationship, then this fear is 
removed. 
 

IV. Because the work of God is so all consuming, the Christian life is one of liberation 
and not legislation (Matt. 12:10-12). 

 
10 “And a man was there whose hand was withered. And they questioned Jesus, asking, ‘Is it lawful to heal 
on the Sabbath?’ --so that they might accuse Him.  11 And He said to them, ‘What man is there among you 
who has a sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not take hold of it and lift it out?  12 How 
much more valuable then is a man than a sheep! So then, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath’” (Matt. 
12:10-12). 

 
Rules are necessary.  It makes society and homes and life work, but life is not about rules.  Life 
is about relationships and Christianity is about Jesus.  When I read Luke 4:18, I read a 
declaration of liberation not one of legislation. 
 

“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL 
TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF 
SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED” (Luke 4:18). 

 
“The good news is that Christ frees us from the need to obnoxiously focus on our goodness, our 
commitment, and our correctness. Religious has made us obsessive almost beyond endurance. 
Jesus invited us to a dance...and we've turned it into a march of soldiers, always checking to see 
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if we're doing it right and are in step and in line with the other soldiers. We know a dance would 
be more fun, but we believe we must go through hell to get to heaven, so we keep marching.”4 
 
Just as Jesus was so also we are.  What He was, we are.  Christians are no longer under the 
reign of sin and death, but live as citizens under the reign of grace.  If you default to “does this 
mean I can live an immoral life or go out and get drunk or talk about people behind their backs 
under the guise of ‘prayer requests’ or cheat on my taxes or not go to church or basically live a 
selfish life,” then you are probably still in bondage and have yet to know and experience the 
glorious gospel found in the person and work of Jesus the Christ. 
 
“While God’s victory over sin produces people moving toward holiness, good deeds or a holy 
lifestyle cannot save you. Jesus saves you – the result of that rescue is holiness. You can NEVER 
be righteous enough to save yourself. JESUS IS OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. God sees the merit of 
Jesus when he looks at those who receive him by faith.”5 
 
When I was inside of a different strain of Christianity we would jokingly say, “I don’t smoke or 
chew or go with the girls who do.”  Well my friend, “You could smoke and chew and go with 
the girls who do,” because those “things” are not the issue.  Those who find themselves in 
addictive behavior do not disgust me. It saddens me because they are slaves to their appetites 
and are not finding Jesus to be enough in those areas of need.  Which, by the way, are all the 
same.  Regardless of your crazy behavior, you are simply scratching the same itch.  You are 
failing to see how Jesus is the sole means of finding joy.  For the joy you seek is the joy God has 
within Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The ISSUE is finding Jesus to be enough in this 
life and in the life to come.  When we find Him to be the every in everything, then the no in 
nothing loses its grip. 
 
The Bible is not a rule book, but a revelation.  It is not a manual filled with legislation; it is a 
message filled with liberation.  If you do not understand this, you will read the stories of the 
Bible as things to be replicated and focus on the various characters within the Story instead of 
reading the Story as one Story with Jesus as the center.   
 

V. Because the work of God is so all consuming, the Christian life is one of festivity 
and not despondency (Matt. 11:28-30). 

 
11 “And He said, ‘A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share 
of the estate that falls to me.' So he divided his wealth between them. 13 And not many days later, the 
younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he 
squandered his estate with loose living. 14 Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in 
that country, and he began to be impoverished. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 
that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would have gladly filled his stomach 
with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him. 17 But when he came to 
his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying 
here with hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired 
men."' 20 So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 
felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 But the father 
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said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals 
on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead 
and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.' And they began to celebrate. 25 Now his older 
son was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he 
summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these things could be. 27 And he said to him, 'Your 
brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received him back safe and 
sound.' 28 But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading 
with him. 29 But he answered and said to his father, 'Look! For so many years I have been serving you and 
I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might 
celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with 
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.' 31 And he said to him, 'Son, you have always been with me, 
and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and 
has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.'” (Luke 15:11-32). 

 
Listen to the words of a friend as he commented on this story. 
 
“I do want to say one more thing. You needn't worry that you are the pharisaical older brother. 
God only has one kind of loser kid. Pick your bucket of slop out in the world or in the sloppy 
church. There is only one kind of child that God has to choose from - lost sorry suckers. All of 
us walking this tired old earth are the same. We either prove we are lost by spending our Father's 
inheritance on self, or we prove we are lost by not spending our Father's inheritance and 
thinking it says we are better than our wasteful younger brothers. Let's smash the mirrors we 
gaze into and head to Dad's house for the party. It's all paid for.”6 

 
Steve Brown, author of A Scandalous Freedom, said, “You ought to live your life with such 
freedom and joy that uptight Christians will doubt your salvation.”7 
 
Life is hard, but Christianity isn’t.  Life is hard, but Jesus isn’t.  You never need worry as to 
whether or not you’ve done enough. 
 
Lyrics: Ensign Edwin Young 
Music: Harry E. Storrs 
I wonder have I done my best for Jesus, 
Who died upon the cruel tree? 
To think of His great sacrifice at Calvary! 
I know my Lord expects the best from me. 
Refrain: 
How many are the lost that I have lifted? 
How many are the chained I’ve helped to free? 
I wonder, have I done my best for Jesus, 
When He has done so much for me? 
The hours that I have wasted are so many 
The hours I’ve spent for Christ so few; 
Because of all my lack of love for Jesus, 
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I wonder if His heart is breaking too. 
I wonder have I cared enough for others, 
Or have I let them die alone? 
I might have helped a wand’rer to the Saviour, 
The seed of precious Life I might have sown. 
No longer will I stay within the valley 
I’ll climb to mountain heights above; 
The world is dying now for want of someone 
To tell them of the Saviour’s matchless love. 
 
Friend, you need not wonder.  You haven’t done enough, so get over it.  Your best for Jesus is 
to keep your story inside of His Story.   
 
"The only people who get better are people that know that, if they never get better, God will 
love them anyway ... God will not only love you if you don't get better, He'll teach you that 
getting better isn't the issue; His love is the issue."8 
 
Stop worrying whether or not your life is one of “wood, hay or stubble” (1 Cor. 3:12) and simply 
focus on Jesus.  Learn to live a life of looking to Jesus and not become a “navel gazer.”  One 
leads to festivity and the other ends with despondency. 
 

VI. Because the work of God is so all consuming, the devil is a defeated foe (Heb.2:14), 
a disbarred judge (Rev. 12:10), an exiled despot (Rom. 5:20, 21) and sore loser. 

 
Stop running around scared.  You are not defeated nor a part of a losing team or battalion or 
army.  You are on the winning side.  In fact, you are on the side that already won. 
 
Satan is always attempting to pick a fight, but do not sweat it (1 Pet. 5:8).  I do not like getting 
pecked on, but the devil is a defeated foe and we need to get on with it.  When you find yourself 
under assault, pray and turn your attention toward God.   
 

VII. Because the work of God is so all consuming, I am no longer defined by my 
calamity, but by my identity. 

 
1 “But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the 
people were coming to Him; and He sat down and began to teach them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the center of the court, 4 they said to Him, 
‘Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us 
to stone such women; what then do You say?’ 6 They were saying this, testing Him, so that they might have 
grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus stooped down and with His finger wrote on the ground. 7 But when 
they persisted in asking Him, He straightened up, and said to them, ‘He who is without sin among you, let 
him be the first to throw a stone at her.’ 8 Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 When they 
heard it, they began to go out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the 
woman, where she was, in the center of the court. 10 Straightening up, Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, where are 
they? Did no one condemn you?’ 11 She said, ‘No one, Lord.’ And Jesus said, ‘I do not condemn you, 

either. Go. From now on sin no more’” (John 8:1-11). 
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I do not know what this woman did after this, but I believe she lived a free life. 
 
“You are really and truly and completely free. There is no kicker. There is no if, and, or but. You 
are free. You can do it right or wrong. You can obey or disobey. You can run from Christ or run 
to Christ. You can choose to become a faithful Christian or an unfaithful Christian. You can cry, 
cuss, and spit, or laugh, sing, and dance. You can read a novel or the Bible. You can watch 
television or pray. You're free...really free.”9 
 
What I once was, I no longer am, but still have.  Our failure is never fatal.  What is often meant 
and seen as evil, God means for good.  God has created everything for Himself, yea even the 
wicked for the day of evil (Prov. 16:4).  Sin has an inherent demerit and every choice has a 
consequence, but who I am in Christ defines who I am before the Father. 
 

VIII. Because the work of God is so all consuming, nothing I do will stop God 
from doing what He does. 

 
31 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not spare His 
own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33 Who 

will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns? 
Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also 
intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is written, ‘FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE 
BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.’ 
37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:31-39). 

 
The end of the Story is not in jeopardy of being fulfilled.  God is not in heaven wringing His 
hands.  If God is not worrying, why am I? 
 
All of that “stuff” you have sitting on your plate will not stop God from fulfilling His purpose 
in the immediate.  In fact, it is not despite your failure but because of your failure, the gospel 
is glorious. 
 
The Bible often uses the word victory to describe the Christian.  As I ponder this I believe we 
misunderstand what this means.  Victory is not beating something down, but resting in who 
God is, what He has done and who we are in Him.  That is biblical victory. 
 
Friends, there is such rest in knowing Jesus and seeing your story inside of His Story. 
 

IX. Because the work of God is so all consuming, we serve Him freely from desire and 
not debt. 

 
15 “They came to Jesus and observed the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in 
his right mind, the very man who had had the "legion"; and they became frightened. 16 Those who had seen 
it described to them how it had happened to the demon-possessed man, and all about the swine. 17 And 
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they began to implore Him to leave their region. 18 As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been 
demon-possessed was imploring Him that he might accompany Him. 19 And He did not let him, but He 
said to him, ‘Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, 

and how He had mercy on you’” (Mark 5:15-19). 

 
We are debtors, but debtors who are incapable of paying anything back.  In fact, when we work 
to return we are diminishing the nature of the gift.  “Christian” service, our work, is not a wage 
we are giving back to God, but a gift we’ve received from God. 
 
When God is the object of your affection and energy, life becomes Christian service. 
 
Listen to how Pastor Tullian Tchividjian defines biblical preaching and biblical worship. “The 
litmus test that I use for myself is that if people walk away from my sermons thinking more 
about what they need to do than what Jesus has already done, I’ve failed to preach the 
Gospel.  The Gospel is the good news that Jesus has done for me what I could never do for 
myself.  And a lot of preaching these days is ‘do more, try harder,’ like you said.  It’s behavior 
modification.  We come to church expecting God to give us a to-do list or the preacher to give 
us a to-do list.  As long as we are given a to-do list, we maintain some measure of control over 
our lives.  Just tell me what to do. This message of radical grace, that ‘it is finished,’ is difficult 
for the human heart, the sinful heart to grasp because we’re so afraid of control being wrestled 
out of our hands.  So we come to church saying, ‘Pastor, my marriage is in trouble…my children 
are going off the deep end…my business is failing…I’m coming to you as the expert to tell me 
what to do to fix my own life…’  And as a result, our lives get worse, not better, because we’re 
taking matters into our own hands. So my job at the end of every sermon—and this is the grid 
by which I preach—I preach God’s law, and then I preach God’s Gospel.  Both are good.  The 
law diagnoses my need and shows me that my best is never good enough.  So I’m always trying 
to help our people realize that they’re a lot worse than they realize, and they’re a lot more 
incapable than they think they are.  But the good news is that God is more than capable, that 
He’s already done everything we need for Him to do.  He’s already secured in Christ 
everything we long for.  So my job at the end of every sermon is to, in some way, shape, or 
form, encourage our people by saying, ‘Cheer up.  You’re a lot worse off than you think you 
are, but God’s grace is infinitely larger than you could have ever hoped or imagined.  It is 
finished.’”10  
 
“Preachers these days are expected to major in ‘moral renovation.’ They are expected to 
provide a practical ‘to-do’ list, rather than announce, ‘It is finished.’ They are expected to do 
something other than-more than–lift up before their congregation Christ’s finished work, 
preaching a full absolution solely on the basis of the complete righteousness of Another. To 
be sure, preachers need to ‘load their guns with the best powder when aiming at unrepentance’, 
but far too often a preacher’s final word to Christians is law and not Gospel. To finish a sermon 
asking ‘What would Jesus do?’ instead of announcing ‘This is what Jesus has done!’ is to 
betray the final word God speaks over Christians.  ‘Life is a web of trials and temptations’, 
says Robert Capon, ‘but only one of them can ever be fatal-the temptation to think it is by further, 
better, and more aggressive living that we can have life.’ Given this sobering statement, it would 
seem that many preachers unwittingly lead their congregations ‘into temptation’ by implying 
that you can live your way to life. The fact is, however, that you can only ‘die your way there, 
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lose your way there…For Jesus came to raise the dead. He did not come to reward the 
rewardable, improve the improvable, or correct the correctable; he came simply to be the 
resurrection and the life of those who will take their stand on a death he can use instead of 
on a life he cannot.’ After our preaching of the law rightly pushes people under water, we all 
too often lead them to think that they must ‘save’ themselves by giving them swimming lessons: 
‘Paddle harder, kick faster.’  I want the last word I speak over Christians when I preach to be 
the last word God speaks over Christians-‘Paid in full.’ The Gospel always has the last word 
over a believer. Always. When it’s all said and done there are two types of sermons: Jesus + 
Nothing = Everything or Jesus + Something = Everything.  May God raise up a generation of 
bold preachers who storm the gates of works-righteousness in all its forms with nothing more 
and nothing less than, ‘In my place condemned he stood, and sealed my pardon with his 
blood. Hallelujah, what a Savior.’”11 
 
Friends, this is what we do here at this assembly called Waukesha Bible Church. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Do you believe this? 
2. Will you seek to live in conscious awareness of His Story whereby your story is His Story? 
3. The story you and I find ourselves in is not our story, but His.  My desire is to know who 

He is, what He has done and who I am in Him.  Our collective desire is to take this good 
news as far and as wide as God will allow us.   

4. Friend, let us together pursue Him and invite others to join this crazy band of gospel 
saturated and gospel celebrating worshippers.  Friends, we are together for the gospel.  
In Christ alone, Amen. 

 
 

1 Robert Farrar Capon, between noon and three, pages 114–115. 
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