
 

Continued on the other side… 
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“Why Identification with a Local Church and a Network of 
Churches is Necessary in Carrying out the Mission of God for 

Fulfilling the Vision of God” 
Eph. 4:1-6; Heb. 10:19-25 

 

We Believe 

 
We believe . . . belonging to a local church is part of God’s design in saving us from our sin 
and the gathered church [His Body] is His means of fulfilling His vision for creating and 
creation. 
 
I. The New Testament picture of the local church uses imagery speaking of corporate, not 
individual. 

 
A. The Bride of Jesus (Eph. 5:32 [the collective group makes the bride) 
B. The Vine/Vineyard (John 15:1-8 [individual branches make up a vineyard) 
C. The Flock (John 10:11; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 5:4 [individual sheep make up the flock]) 
D. The Kingdom (Col. 1:13 [individual citizens make up the kingdom]) 
E. The Household or Family (1 Tim. 3:15 [individual members make up a household]) 
F. The Building or Temple (Eph. 2:19-22 [individual bricks make up a building]) 
G. The Body of Christ (Eph. 4:4 [individual organs make up a body]) 

 
II. Every believer should be a part of and actively participate in a local church. 

 
A. Everywhere Paul went Local Churches resulted 
B. Because of the place the Local Church has in the Mission and Vision of God. 
C. It appears to be the proper context for the expression of “one another” descriptive. 
D. The New Testament has Elders over congregants to whom congregants are 
accountable. 

E. The New Testament pictures individuals in community expressions 
 
III. Every church should be a part of and actively participate in a network of churches. 

 
A. First, it takes seriously our Lord’s Prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane that His 

Church would be one (John 17:11, 21, 22). 

B. Second, it celebrates the biblical idea that there is only one Church (Eph. 4:3-6). 

C. Third, it enables mutual accountability for the purpose of gospel preservation, 

gospel perpetuation and gospel proclamation (Acts 15). 

D. Finally, there is strength in numbers.  If we could but leverage the various personnel 

and resources collective, how great would our impact be locally, nationally and 

globally (1 Cor. 12)? 

 



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to 

have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional 

and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
Why must we align with a local church, and why should we as a local church align with other 

local churches?  We do this in fulfillment of God’s Vision for creating.  We do this so that the 

knowledge of His glory might cover the earth even as the waters cover the seas and this will be 

for the joy of all nations.  May God continue to encourage us to pray for the raising up and the 

sending forth of workers into our Lord’s Harvest so that the knowledge of His glory might 

continue to spread until every tongue, tribe, people and nation become satiated with His joy 

through their worship (Matt. 9:37, 38; Isa. 11:9; Rev. 5:9). 


